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NATI ONAL TREASURE

FADE | N ON:
EXT. GEORGETOMNN STREETS, 1832 - N GHT

Wet cobbl estones are beaten by a heavy rain. A CARRI AGE
VWHEEL spl ashes through huge puddl es.

MAN S VO CE
It was 1832...

EXT. CARRI AGE, MOVING - N GHT

The carriage races through the darkened streets. A flash
of Il%htnlng illumnates the coachman. It's a drenched
boy, THOVAS GATES.

MAN' S VO CE
. Thomas Gates was ten years ol d.

Thomas whips the wild-eyed horse and turns a sharp corner.
I NT. CARRIAGE, MOVING - NI GHT

Riding inside is CHARLES CARROLL. He's 96 years old. His
weak body wracks with coughs, death closing in.

MAN' S VO CE

M. Charles Carroll, the |ast
surviving signer of the Declaration
of I ndependence had asked Thomas to
take himto see President Andrew
Jackson. He said it was urgent.

EXT. THE VWH TE HOUSE - N GHT

Throu%h the White House wi ndows, we can see finely dressed
GENTLEMEN and WOMEN partyi ng, oi d-school . Thomas pulls the
carriage to a stop, junps domn and sprints to a DOORMAN.

THOVAS
The President nmust cone quickly!

| NT. CARRIAGE - NI GHT
Thomas opens the carriage door, but Carroll sits notionless.

THOVAS
M. Carroll?

Carrol|l peeks open an eye, coughs weakly.

CARROLL
(of f Thomas' | ook)
He's not comng, is he?



Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03
CONTI NUED:

THOVAS
They told ne he was busy.

CARRCLL
But the treasure! The treasure!

Carroll breaks into a fit of coughs. Thomas | ooks down and
sees that Carroll's handkerchief is stained with bl ood.

THOVAS
We shoul d' ve gone to see the doctor.

Carroll suddenly pulls the boy close.

CARROLL
Li sten now, or the secret dies with
me!

Carrol|l stares at Thomas, dead serious. Carroll's face is
ashen. A desperate look in his eyes. Thonmas |istens.

MAN S VO CE
That night, M. Carroll told Thomas
about a great treasure, the greatest
treasure of themall...
FLASH TO

A PFRAM D, EGYPT 2000 B.C. N GHT. The surrounding city is
on fire.

INT. PYRAM D - NI GHT

Carrying torches, SLAVES bust down a stone wall, revealing
a DARK A slave holds up his torch to see..

A ROOM MADE OF SOLID GOLD, filled with items nade of gold
and precious stones.

MAN S VO CE
...a treasure amassed throughout
all time...

As the slaves | oot the Pharaoh's tonmb, we PUSH IN on the
gol den tonb walls which are decorated with MASONI C SYMBOLS:
t he ALL- SEEI NG EYE and t he UNFI Nl SHED PYRAM D.

EXT. JERUSALEM 70 A.D. - N GHT

ROVAN SOLDI ERS carry treasure out of the burning Tenple of
Sol onon.  We recogni ze the treasure as the sanme treasure
from Egypt, only now it includes nore...

COPPER SCROLLS. A GOLD MENORAH. A GOLD BAS RELI EF.
MAN' S VO CE

...a treasure amassed over al
continents. ..
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Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 3.
CONTI NUED: 8

As the soldiers cart out the treasure, we see the sane
Masoni ¢ synbols on the tenple colums, then CUT TO ..

A TREMENDOUS POUNDI NG. CLOSE ON nen's hands weari ng 9
arnored gloves. They draw straws. One hand pulls the
SHORT STRAW W WDEN to reveal we're in...

I NT. CHURCH, 14TH CENTURY FRANCE - N GHT 10

A group of KNI GHTS wearing Masonic insignia on their arnor
| ook to their brother with the short straw. The POUNDI NG
| NTENSI FI ES. SOLDI ERS are bangi ng down the church doors.

MAN' S VO CE
...a treasure the Knights of the
Tenpl ar found and swore to protect...

The Knight with the short straw surrenders his arnor, dons
a MONK'S ROBE, and slips out just as SOLDI ERS burst through
the church doors. The outnunbered KNI GHTS fight bravely.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT 11
The kni ght who got away |eads a small caravan through the
forest. In the carriages, hidden under tarps...the TREASURE
EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY 12

KING PHI LI P OF FRANCE wat ches enotionl ess as the Knights
who didn't escape are BURNED AT THE STAKE.

MAN S VA CE
...even when faced with death. For
the Knights believed that a treasure
so great was not neant for any one
man, Kking or not.

The kni ghts' screans are drowned out by the sound of the
ocean as we CUT TO ..

EXT. ATLANTI C OCEAN, 1492 - DAY 13

A ship laden with the treasure crosses the storny sea. The
ship's nane...the SANTA MARI A

MAN S VO CE
... The Tenpl ar Kni ghts who escaped
execution took the treasure to the
New Worl d. .

At the ship's helmis CHRI STOPHER COLUMBUS. We PUSH | N on
a nedal i on hangi ng around his neck. On it, the PYRAMD
and ALL- SEEI NG EYE.

MAN' S VO CE (CONT' D)
... The Knights were fugitives and
devel oped secret passwords and signs
of their order...
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CONTI NUED: 13

We KEEP PUSHI NG IN on the nedallion until the PYRAMD fills
the screen. W then transition to..

EXT. THE PYRAM D OF THE SUN, 1521 - DAY 14

AZTECS hurriedly unload the TREASURE fromthe pyramd as
Her nando Cortes and his arnmy attack the city.

MAN S VO CE
... The treasure survived many nore
wars and was noved many tines...

I NT. CRYPT, 1779 - N GHT 15

Carrying a lantern, a MAN wearing a tricorn hat closes the
stone door on the treasure. The man is COUNT CASIM R
PULASKI, general of the Continental Arny.

MAN S VO CE
...Sone believe it was buried in
Nova Scotia, but M. Carroll told
Thomas the treasure had been hi dden
b¥ t he Freemasons, the descendants
of the Tenplar Knights. These
descendants i ncluded such nen as
Patrick Henry, Benjam n Franklin,
Geor ge Washi ngton. .

EXT. BATTLEFI ELD, SAVANNAH, GEORG A 1779 - DAY 16

Rallying his troops against the Red Coats, PULASKI takes a
musket ball in the chest and falls fromhis horse.

MAN' S VO CE
...and other soldiers who fought
bravely for the Continental ArnK,|9
dprln%bthe Revol utionary War. n
| i ke Count Casimr Pulaski who died
in the Siege of Savannah...

CUT TO LATER  SOLDI ERS conb through the battlefield 17
carnage. They find Pul aski's dead body and roll himover.

On his finger, we now see he's wearing a silver ring

beari ng the ALL-SEEI NG EYE and PYRAM D synbol s.

MAN S VO CE
...and took the secret to the
wher eabouts of the treasure to his

grave. ..
The sol diers search Pulaski but find only a piece of paper
with one word witten on it: "CHARLOITE. "
FLASH BACK TGO
| NT. CARRIAGE - NI GHT 18

Wth his |ast breath of life..
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CONTI NUED: 18

CARROLL
... The secret lies with Charlotte.
Find her, and you will find the
treasure. Tell the President.
Tell no one el se.

Wth that, Carroll dies. W now notice that Carroll is
al so wearing a MASONI C RI NG

Suddenly, the carriage door opens to reveal PRESI DENT ANDREW
JACKSON, a tall man with flowng grey hair. He |looks to
M. Carroll, but he's...too late.

PRESI DENT JACKSON
Poor old fool. GComng all the way
here in the pouring rain.

EXT. THE VWH TE HOUSE - N GHT 19

Presi dent Jackson starts back. Thomas hurries after him

THOVAS
Wait! M. Carroll wanted ne to
tell you sonething.

PRESI DENT JACKSON
If this is about that dammed treasure--

THOVAS
--You know of it?

PRESI DENT JACKSON
He's spoken of it no less than a
hundred ti nes.

THOVAS
He said Charlotte has it.

PRESI DENT JACKSON
W' ve been | ooking for Charlotte
for years. She doesn't exist.

The president stops and | ooks at Thonsas.

PRESI DENT JACKSON ( CONT' D)
Who are you, young man?

THOVAS
Thomas Gat es.

PRESI DENT JACKSON
Well, you' d best forget anything
M. Carroll told you. The treasure
is a legend. Nothing nore.

Wth that, President Jackson turns back to the Wiite House.
We PUSH I N ON Thomas' face, watching the President go.
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CONTI NUED: 19
MAN S VO CE
Wel |, Thomas never forgot...
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. RETI REMENT HOVE, REC ROOM 1983 - DAY 20

ELDERLY FOLKS watch current President Ronal d Reagan on T. V.
whil e JOHN ADAMS GATES (75) finishes regaling his w de-eyed,
10-year-ol d grandson BEN FRANKLIN GATES with his tale. (W
realize now that the MAN S VO CE bel ongs to John.)

JOHN
Thormas | ooked for Charlotte..

John Gates' face reflects a long |life spent challenging t he
el enents. He turns a page in a tattered OLD SCRAPB .

CLOSE ON a bl ack and white photo. A grown-up Thomas Gates
stands at a excavation site, Aztec ruins in the background.
The caption: "Thomas Gates, Teoti huacan, Mexico 1856"

JOHN (O S.) (CONT' D)
...As did his son, George Washi ngton
Gates. ..

John turns the page to another photo of another GATES. Al
the Gates nen bear a strong famly resenbl ance.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
...GCeneration after generation, our
ancestors have tried to find
Charlotte and fail ed.

BEN

Maybe Charlotte is an anagram You
know, you rearrange the letters,
and it neans sonething el se.

John stops. He's never thought of that before.

JOHN
Li ke "hotel crate.”

BEN
That's too many e's. It'd have to
be the "hotel cart,” or "tear cloth"
or "teal torch" or "Rachel Ot."

Ben quickly rattles off the anagrans. John is inpressed.

JOHN
Maybe you'll be the one who finally
finds her.

BEN
| know it's the right
e when | do?

9F
D
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CONTI NUED: 20
John pulls out a $1-bill and presses it on his T.V. tray.
JOHN
Because she'll be marked with these.
CLOSE ON the $1-bill. John's crag%¥ finger points to the
UNFI NI SHED PYRAM D and ALL- SEEI NG E on the back

JOHN ( CONT' D)
The unfinished pyramd and the all-
seeing eye. The marks of the Knights
of the Tenpl ar.

Ben studies the dollar-bill with newfound curi ous awe.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Qur founding fathers, the Freemasons,
desi gned our nation's G eat Seal
and left us all the clues. These
synbols are telling us sonething.
| just don't know what.

BEN
Don't worry, grandpa. 1'll figure
it out, and I"Il find her. | swear.

MAN' S VO CE (O S.)
You swear what?

They turn to find Ben's father PATRI CK HENRY GATES (40s).
Patrick | ooks just like his father, albeit decades younger.

BEN
That I'Il find Charlotte.

Patri ck shoots a baleful ook to his dad.

PATRI CK
Danm t, dad. How nmany tinmes have |
told you? Ben's not going to waste
his time chasing a treasure that
doesn't exist.

JOHN
He's a Gates. It's in his blood.
Ben's gonna | ook for it, just like
you did and | did.

PATRI CK
He's smarter than us. Ben's going
to Harvard. He's going to be a
| awyer or a doctor. R ght, Ben?

Ben | ooks to his dad, then to his Prandpa, then back to his
dad as we DISSOLVE TO..WHITE. Al we can hear is..

BEEP. .. BEEP. .. BEEP. A heart nonitor? The beepi ng fades.
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CONTI NUED: (2) 20

GROMWN- UP BEN' S VA CE
We're losing her...

W WDEN to reveal we're in...
EXT. SNONCAT, MOVI NG - DAY 21

Dressed in heavy arctic gear, intrepid explorer BEN GATES
(late 20s, strong famly resenbl ance) nonitors a | aptop.

ON THE SCREEN, red and blue dots signif iB%E%I i tudes make

random patterns on a subsurface trace o GPR pul ses.
BEN
..o left.
The driver, RILEY POCOLE (25, unkenpt), cranks the wheel.
EXT. BARREN ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - DAY 22

The SNOWNCAT (The Endeavor) trundles left, its tractor treads
cl awi ng through the ice. The Endeavor al so has giant screw
shaped pontoons to propel over water.

EXT. THE ENDEAVOR, MOVI NG - DAY 23
Riley wipes the frost fromthe w ndow.

Rl LEY
Maybe she's not here.

BEN
She' s her e.

Rl LEY

W' ve been | ooking for weeks. You're
goi ng on data that's 200 years ol d.

BEN
200-year-old data is usually the
ki nd of data you ﬁp on when you're
| ooki ng for sonething that's been
| ost for 200 years.

Rl LEY
Sai |l ors have a way of exaggerating
you know. What if the stormwasn't

as big as they said it was? W
coul d be hundreds of mles off.

Ben scans the | andscape ahead where the ice ends in a SHEER
GLACI AL CLI FF.

BEN
The Inuits said they could still
see the masts poking up through the
ice just three generations ago.
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CONTI NUED: 23
Rl LEY
Were they snoking anything at the
time?
BEN

Only for nedicinal purposes.
Just then, the GPR BLEEPS | oudly. They both | ook to..

THE COMPUTER SCREEN. W now see that the red and bl ue dots
have taken an unm stakabl e shape... A BLOB W TH SPLATTERS

Ben and Ri |l ey exchange a | ook. Hopeful but wary.

Rl LEY
Coul d be a frozen whal e.
CUT TO AN ICE AX. It swings hard, shattering the ice, 24
revealing a WOMAN S FROZEN FACE. W PULL BACK to reveal ..
EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - DAY 25

Ben chips away the ice. AS THE ICE is chi pped away, we see
the face is CARVED OQUT OF WOCD.

BEN
Isn't she beautiful ?

Ben grins. Wen Riley sees the face, he is stunned.

Rl LEY
"Il radi o base canp.
EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - DAY - LATER 26

Hol di ng a ﬁole used for neasuring snow depth) Ben and R | ey
wat ch as three SNOAMOBI LES approach and pull to stops

Rl LEY
|'d hate to be you right now. A
| ot of people relying on you. A
| ot of noney riding on this.

BEN
|'d hate to be you right now Al
that chol esterol and hair where
it's not supposed to be.

A man weari ng expensive high-tech gear hops out of a snowcat.
This is | AN HOAE (40s, British). rich adventurer.

| AN
Gates! Vhere is she?

Ben gestures to the figurehead in the snow. \Wen |an sees
the woman's face, he grins like a kid on Christmas norning.
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CONTI NUED:

| AN ( CONT' D)
Bl oody hell, you found it. You
really found it! You' re a genius!

Rl LEY
| told you if you underwote this
expedition, you wouldn't be sorry.

| AN
(calls to his crew)
Shawt  Get the chanpagne.

lan drops to his knees and studies the figurehead' s face,
al nost di sbel i evi ng.

| AN ( CONT' D)
You know how many expeditions |'ve
financed that've turned up nothi ng?

Rl LEY

Vell now, we're all about to be
rich, and it's a beautiful thing.

A solidly built man (SHAW approaches, w thout the chanpagne.

Shaw i s the type of man o'd do anything for hire.

| AN
Shaw? The chanpagne?

SHAW
| thought we were |ooking for a
100-foot frigate.

BEN
VW were. She i s.

SHAW
Then how cone GPR indicates this
ship's only 81-feet |ong?

Shaw hands Ben a GPR printout. Ben reads it.

BEN
Because this is a 2-dinensional
rendering of a 3-di nensional object.
The image is only 81-feet |ong
because the ship's canted.

SHAW
Cant ed?

BEN
Tipped. Tilted. Lying at an angle.

| AN
How cant ed?

26
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CONTI NUED: (2) 26

Rl LEY

By our cal cul ations, about 35°.
ich neans the stern's about 57
f eet down.

SHAW
57 feet down?! Christ! We'Ill be
di gging for a week.

BEN
No, we won't.

Ben slans the POLE DOMN | NTO the ice, puncturing a small
hole. WHOOSH of wi nd blows up on them Ben shrugs.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Air pocket.

EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - DAY - LATER 27

The Endeavor is now parked next to a newly bored hole into
the ice. Shaw mans a wi nch while...

Two nore workers direct a steel cable which plays out from
t he Endeavor's front end. These nen are SHI PPEN i ntense,
ex- Arny, and POWELL, brawny, ex-con

We follow the steel cable down which di sappears down into..
I NT. HOLE IN THE | CE - DAY 28

Daylight illumnnates the cylindrical blue walls of this
narrow opening. Waring a helnmet and headl anp, Riley rides
down on the cable which is |owering a heavy generator..

I NT. | CE CAVE - DAY 29

Riley joins Ben and lan who are staring at sonething we
don't 1mmediately see. W REVERSE to reveal..

A nearly perfectly preserved SH P, tipped 35°, its hull and
stern frozen in a wall of this vast ice cave.

The ship is wooden with three masts. Its ancient sails are
wapped in its frozen casings. lcicles hang fromfrozen
ropes. One of the ship's masts is broken. The other two
tower up until they are swallowed by the cave's ice ceiling.

They all stare at the ship in its ghostlike beauty.

| AN

The frigate Charlotte. Last _seen
| eaving port fromMaine in 1779.

RI LEY

Looks li ke she ran into sone bad
weat her .



29

30
31

Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 12.
CONTI NUED: 29

W FOLLOW Ben who trudges up the icy incline to the bow.
Wth his glove, he w pes away the snow.

Through a thick |ayer of ice, we can make out the ship's
nane. .. " CHARLOTTE. "

BEN
Hel | o, sweetheart.
CUT TO ARC LI GHTS BEING LIT. W PULL BACK to reveal. .. 30
I NT. |1 CE CAVE - DAY - LATER 31
The cave is now illum nated by intense |lights powered by

enerators. A nylon rope | adder and cabl es dangl e down
romthe hole in the cave's ceiling.

Shaw, Powel |, and Shippen finish securing the ship with
ropes and spi kes while Ben, Riley, and lan don clinbing
harnesses and snap ice cranpons to their boots.

BEN
Ril ey, you take the berthing
quarters. lan, check the Captain's
cabin. [1'll take the cargo hold.

| AN

|'ll take the cargo hol d.

BEN
Suit yourself.

lan rises. Mowves to the ship. Riley shoots Ben a | ook.

Rl LEY
You dog. You wanted the Captain's
Cabi n.

BEN
Hey, we're all just l[ooking for the
same thing

Rl LEY
Fine. Then, | want the Captain's
Cabi n.

BEN

Sure. \WWatever you want.

Ril ey studies Ben. Now conpletely m nd-fucked.

Rl LEY
OK, forget it. You're trying to
trick me, I knowit. | got the

berthin%aquarters. You take the
crappy ptain's Cabin.
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INT. [ICE CAVE, SH P'S DECK - DAY

| an, Ben, and Riley nove across the steeply angl ed deck.
Each wears a helnet-lanp and carries a netal detector. The
old ship GROANS as the tinbers shift under their weight.
They cross the deck then nove in different directions.

I NT. SHI P, BERTHI NG QUARTERS - DAY

Ri | ey ducks his head under frozen hammobcks as he noves
t hrough the cranped crew s quarters. He sweeps his netal
detector over the debris. Nothing.

I NT. SH P, GUN DECK - CONTI NUCUS

| an nmoves through the gun deck. The_heayY i ron cannons
have all slid across the floor and lie piled at the stern.

I NT. SH P, UPPER COVPANI ONMAY - CONTI NUOUS

Ben edges down a tilted staircase.

I NT. SHI P, BERTHI NG QUARTERS - CONTI NUOUS

Riley's headlamp |ight plays over the broken shel ves, ropes,
boxes, then stops on... THREE MEN S HEADS. Riley lets out a
startl ed GASP

I NT. SH P, UPPER COVPANI ONMAY - CONTI NUOUS

Ben overhears Riley gasp on his radi o headset.

BEN
Riley...?

I NT. SHI P, BERTH NG QUARTERS - CONTI NUOUS

Warily, Riley cones around to find a trio of SEAMEN, bundl ed
in blankets, eerily frozen.

Rl LEY
Uh- huh?

BEN (VIA M C)
Fi nd sonet hi ng?

Rl LEY
Uh- huh.

| NTERCUT Ben. By the sound of R ley's voice, he knows...

BEN
Dead peopl e?

RILEY (VIA M C)
(voi ce cracking)
Uh- huh.
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CONTI NUED: 39

BEN
(laughs to hinsel f)
What' d you expect? You're in the
berthing quarters.

Ben wrenches open a closed door. |Its frozen hinges SQUEAL.

I NT. SH P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUCUS 40
Ben finds an old oil lantern and lights it with a Iigﬁter.

We then see the Captain's Cabin. Plush furniture. or nat e

desk. Everything covered in a thin |layer of ice.

Ben noves to the desk and quickly rifles through it. He
finds nothlnE of val ue except for an antique P ET WATCH
et

whi ch he poc s. He then | ooks down and noti ces..
DEEP SCRATCHES in the floor by the desk.
I NT. SH P, LONER CARGO HOLD - CONTI NUCQUS 41

lan gets a reading on his netal detector. He pushes aside
sone netting. Finds a TRUNK. He pries it open...Dl SHES.

INT. SHI P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS 42

Ben pushes the desk aside, revealing a TRAP DOOR under neat h.
He pulls it open. Peers down to find a dark, hidden room

I NT. SHI P, H DDEN ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 43

Ben junps down, |ooks around. The roomis crowded with
| arge BARRELS. He pulls one of the plugs, and..

BLACK GUNPONDER spills out into a pile onto the icy floor.
Ben turns to go then notices..

TWO BOOTS ﬁoking out from between a row of barrels. Ben
noves to the row and finds..

THE CAPTAIN. Frozen dead. @un in his lap. Leaning up
agai nst one of the barrels.

INT. SHI P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS 44
Riley enters to find Ben nowhere in sight.

BEN (O S.)
Down her el

He hurries to the trap door and peers down to see Ben
struggling wwth the barrel of gunpowder.

Rl LEY
You found it!
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I NT. SHI P, H DDEN ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 45

Riley junps down into the roomas Ben pries open the barrel.

Rl LEY
There's gold in there. | can snell
It.
Excited, Riley watches as Ben lifts the lid to reveal...nore

gunpowder. But Riley is undaunted.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
Maybe it's in another barrel.

But Ben sticks both arns into the barrel he opened.
BEN

The Captain was guarding this barre

for a reason
As Ben roots around, gunpowder SPILLS ALL OVER THE FLOOR.
After a beat, Ben finally stops. He's found sonethin%. He
exchanges a look with Rley, then pulls out a SVALL BOX
It's labeled "Little Hunting Creek, Virginia."
Ben carefully opens it, revealing...AN | VORY Pl PE

BEN ( CONT' D)
Riley. Do you know what this is?

Riley eyes it, disappointed.

Rl LEY
|"'m hoping a billion-dollar pipe?
INT. SHI P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS 46

lan enters as Ben and Riley energe fromthe trap door.

BEN
| an! Look at thi s!

Ben shows himthe pipe. lan glances at it, uninpressed.

| AN
A Meer schaum pi pe. 18th Century.
| have three.

BEN
This box is marked Little Hunting
Creek. That's what M. Vernon was
cal | ed before George Washi ngton's
famly renaned it.

| AN
George Washington's pipe. And?
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CONTI NUED:
BEN
And it's gonna |lead us to the
treasure.
| AN
"Lead us?" You said the treasure
woul d be on Charlotte
BEN
No, | said "the secret |lies with
Charlotte.” This plpe has to be
that secret.
Ben strains to nmake out sonething on the pipe.
BEN ( CONT' D)
There're markings on here. | need
sone i nk.
| AN
| didn't spend a quarter of a mllion
dollars to find a pipe.
Ben finds a quill and a bottle of ink, but the ink is frozen.
BEN
Conme on, lan. This is a treasure
hunt. You can't just find it in
the first place you | ook.
| AN
It only took me three weeks to find
t he Panamani an Gall eon weck with
ny |ast so-called expert. |'ve
been funding you for six nonths.
BEN
Seven.
Ben takes the quill and suddenly stabs his finger with the
tip. Riley sees this and w nces.
Rl LEY
VWhat the hell're you doi ng?
Ben rubs his blood on the pipe, then rolls the pipe over
t he desktop, revealing... MPRI NT | N BLOOD. recogni ze
t he synbols: THE ALL- SEEI NG EYE and UNFI Nl SHED PYRAM D.
| AN
The Tenpl ar synbol s.
Rl LEY
Does it say where the treasure is?
Ben reads fromthe bloody inprint on the desk.
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46  CONTI NUED: (2) 46

BEN
"The legend wit, the stain effected
The key in Silence undetected
FIftKﬁ ive in iron pen
M. tlack can't offend.”
RI LEY

| didn't hear the part about "X"
mar ks the spot.

| AN
VWhat does it nean?

BEN
It's a riddle. "Key" and "l egend."
It's referring to a map.
Rl LEY
VWhat map?

BEN
"“Undet ected” and "in silence" neans
the map i s hidden.

| AN
O course. A hidden map. \Were?

lan picks up the pipe. Studies it.

| AN ( CONT' D)
“lron pen" could mean iron nanacl es,
iron bars...55 nen in prison! O,
no, wait. Perhaps 55 refers to the
year 1755. Who's "M . Matl ack"?

BEN

Ti mot hy Matlack. The official scribe

of the Continental Congress.
(realizes)

"lIron" because they used iron-based

i nks back then.

Rl LEY
Scribe. A witer?

BEN
No, a calligrapher. He transcribed
docunents for the Continental
Congr ess.

RI LEY
So, M. Matlack nmade a map. Were
woul d he hide it?

| AN
"M. Mtlack can't offend.” Wy
can't he offend it?
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46  CONTI NUED: (3)

BEN

It neans he didn't wite over the
map. It's probably on the back of
sonet hi ng he transcri bed.

Rl LEY
VWhat' d he transcri be?

BEN

Lots of things. The nost fanous
docunent being. ..

H s voice trails off.

RI LEY
Bei ng what? The Constitution? The
Bill of R ghts?

BEN
No.
Rl LEY
(relieved)
Thank God.
BEN

The Decl aration of |ndependence.

A beat of incredulity, then Riley scoffs...

Ben gi ves hi

Rl LEY

There's no map on the back of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence.

ma | ook, |like yes there is.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
There's a map on the back of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence?!

| AN

‘s brilliant if you think about
. Such an | mport ant docunent

It
It .
insured the map' s survival

BEN
Too bad we'll never see it.

| AN
Nonsense. W get a view ng.

BEN
Nobody gets a viewi ng. Not even
t he President.

18.
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46 CONTI NUED: (4)

Ben | aughs,

Rl LEY
What ki nd of sick person woul d put
a treasure map on the back of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence?!

BEN
Coul d' ve been a nunber of people.
Ni ne of the signers of the Decl ara-
tion of Independence were known to
be Freemasons. Ben Franklin, Robert
Treat Paine, John Hancock to nane a
few Thomas Jefferson and John
Adanms were suspected nmenbers of the
order. GEorﬁe Washi ngton wasn't a
S|%ner, but he had access. He was
a Ist Master Mason. He was also a
surveyor and map-maker before he
was conmander of the Continenta
Arny. He's got ny vote.

| AN
Vell, there is one way to see the
Decl arati on of | ndependence in
per son.

Rl LEY
Real | y? How?

| AN
W "borrow' it.

i ncredul ous. lan pockets the pipe.

| AN ( CONT' D)
Come on, Ben. The Lost Treasure of
the Knights of the Tenplar is the
treasure of all treasures. Gold
fromthe Tenple of Sol onon, King
Alaric I'l's ransom of the Athenians,
the entire wealth of 5th century
Rome, the Sword of Al exander the
Geat. You' ve been |ooking for
this treasure all your life. You're
not 8o!ng to let a piece of paper
stand in your way, are you?

BEN
You can't be serious.

| AN
What el se are you going to do? Co
back to working on sal vage crews?
Conmb beaches wth a netal detector
| ooki ng for doubloons? Onh, that's
right. You have your PhD in History.
Maybe you can teach hi gh school
hi story.

19.
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46  CONTI NUED: (5) 46

BEN
Forget it, lan. | won't steal the
Declarati on of | ndependence.

| AN

Don't get soft now. You begged ne
to finance your expedition en
everyone el se thought you were crazy.

BEN

You financed this expedition because
You knew this treasure woul d nake you
anous.

| AN
And, it wll.
BEN
| won't let you.

AN PULLS OQUT HHS GUN fromhis belt. Trains it on Ben who
i s STUNNED.

| AN
OCh, you didn't bring one of these?

BEN
You're not going to shoot ne, |an.
Not until you know all that | know
about the riddle.

lan studies Ben. 1|s he bluffing?
| AN
Such as?
BEN

Put the gun away.
lan turns his gun on Riley instead.

| AN
Tell me, or | shoot Riley.

Rl LEY
Wait! How do you know | don't know
sonet hi ng el se about the riddle?!

Ben and lan can't help but just give Riley a |ook, then |an
pulls the trigger...BLAM

Riley flinches as the glass porthole in the wall just behind
hi m shatters. The old ship GROANS

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
Shi t . Cone on, Ben. Tell hi mwhat
he doesn't know.
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CONTI NUED: ( 6)

BEN
Ckay. . .

Ben cones up with HH'S LIGHTER and flicks it on.

BEN ( CONT' D)
...for one thing, the whole room
below us is full of gunpowder.
Ben holds the flame over the trap door in the floor.

BEN ( CONT' D)
You shoot anyone, | droE this, and
none of us gets out of here alive.

| an eyes the flanme. Ben eyes the gun. A tense stand-off.

Rl LEY
(1 ncredul ous)
Whoa- whoa- whoa! How did we all go
fromw ldly rich to dead in a matter
of mnutes? Let's think here.
Just then, the FLAME FLI CKERS AND GCES QUT. | an shrugs.

On reflex, Ben tackles Riley and hurls themboth to the
ground behi nd the desk as..

lan OPENS fire on them ..BLAM BLAM BLAM BLAM BLAM
Bull ets CHEW UP t he desk and wal | s.

One bullet takes out the GAS LANTERN. |t explodes with an
OL FIRE, instantly setting the desk abl aze.

I NT. SHI P, UPPER COVPANI ONVWAY - CONTI NUOUS
lan hurries out of the cabin and battens the door shut.
| NT. SH P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

Fl ames spill down fromthe desk and creep across the floor.
Ben tries the cabin door. It's |ocked.

Rl LEY
We gotta put this fire out.

Riley tries to snother the fire. |It's hopeless. Ben grabs
his ax and slans it into the door. Riley joins him

21.

We PAN DOMN to the burning floor and PUSH t hrough it into...

I NT. SHI P, H DDEN ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

BURNI NG EMBERS fall fromthe ceiling, float to the floor,
catching a PONDER trail spilled on the ground. It ignites
and BURNS A PATH toward...the BARRELS GUNPONDER
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INT. |1CE CAVE, SHI P'S DECK - CONTI NUCUS 50
lan hurries across the tilted deck, calling to his nen...
| AN
Get the hell out of here. It's
gonna bl ow

lan | eaps off the deck, then runs with Shaw to the rope
| adders.

SHAW
| heard gunshots.
| AN
Gates and Riley tried to kill ne.
I NT. SHI P, H DDEN ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 51
The burning trail ofcgygﬁpmder reaches the first barrel,
and the wood barrel TCHES FI RE
EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - CONTI NUQUS 52
Shaw, Powel |, and Shi ppen run |ike hel

_ to their snowcats.
lan 1s the last man out of the hole in the ice, and he PULLS

UP THE ROPE LADDERS.

Shaw clinbs into a snowcat.

SHAW
Cone on!

lan junps in with Shaw, and they all take off.
I NT. SHI P, CAPTAIN S CABI N - CONTI NUQUS 53

An inferno. Portholes SHATTER as their panes shift. Ben
and Riley finally bust through the door and scranble out.

I NT. SHI P, H DDEN ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 54
The BARREL OF GUNPONDER burns, fully engulfed.
INT. |1CE CAVE, SHI P'S DECK - CONTI NUCUS 55

Ben and Ril ey energe from bel ow and | ook across the way to
find that THE ROPE LADDERS are gone! They're trapped.

BEN
They pulled up the | adders.

Ri | ey regards his surroundings, resigned.
Rl LEY

Wiy do | ever listen to you? | was
two credits away from graduation
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CONTI NUED:

BEN
That was seven years ago.

Ben spots a SW VEL CROSS- BONV HARPCON nount ed on the deck
and hurries to it.

Rl LEY
Intel offered ne a job with nmy own
cubi cl e.

Ben ties a rope to a spear and loads it into the harpoon.

BEN

Do we have to go over this every
expedi tion?

Rl LEY
Until 1 get rich, yes.

Ben wheel s the harpoon around and ains it at R ley's head.

BEN
Fi ne. Now, duck!

Ben rel eases the harpoon... WHOOSH The spear ROCKETS over
a ducking Riley up to the CAVE s ceiling. THUNK

Ben grabs the ROPE. Pulls hard. The ice ceiling caves in,
opening a hole just above the ship's bow.

EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - CONTI NUQUS

Ben and Ril ey cl anber out of the ground just where the |ady

23.

figurehead pokes through the ice. They race to the Endeavor.

| NTERCUT: The barrel of GUNPOANDER. It BLOAMG. .. KA- BOOM

| NTERCUT: The arctic |andscape. The ground shakes
violently. Ben and Riley dive into THE ENDEAVOR j ust as..

| NTERCUT: The other barrels BLONin a chain-reaction
series of expl osions...BOOW BOOV BOOV BOOV BOOM

EXT. ARCTI C LANDSCAPE - CONTI NUQUS

A FlI REBALL ERUPTS from the snow and ice. The CONCUSSI ON
| aunches THE ENDEAVOR forward off. ..

THE GLACI AL CLIFF!  The Endeavor plummets down to..
EXT. ARCTI C OCEAN - CONTI NUOUS

The Endeavor H TS THE WATER AND SINKS LI KE A ROCK as a
FI REBALL rolls skyward in the background.

Bur ni ng SHARDS of WOOD rain down onto the icy waters. A
| ong beat, then..

55

56

57
58

59

60

61
62



62

63

64

65

National Treasure, 4/9/03 24.
CONTI NUED: 62
WHOOSH'  The Endeavor POPS BACK UP, floating on its pontoons.

| NT. THE ENDEAVOR, FLOATI NG - CONTI NUOUS 63
Ri | ey | aughs, incredul ous.

Rl LEY
It drives! It flies! It floats!
(1 ooks around)
It needs a toilet.

Ben | ooks at the snoke and fire, solemm.

BEN
lan's going to steal it.

RI LEY
Wiy do you al ways have to focus on
t he negative? You found Charlotte.
That was your life's quest. Be
happy. |'mthe one who shoul d be

upset. |I'mnot wildly rich, which
is ny life's quest.

BEN
Riley, it's the Declaration of
| ndependence.

Rl LEY
Do you see an Anerican flag planted
in ass? | didn't even vote in
the last election. I'min this for
t he noney.

BEN
Vll, if lan gets the Declaration

of I ndependence, he gets the
treasure. Al of it.

Ri | ey considers that a beat, then..

Rl LEY
Suddenly I'mfeeling very patriotic.
DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. THE MALL, WASHI NGTON, D.C. - DAY 64

The fanmpbus green thoroughfare. There's the Lincoln Mnunent,
t he Washi ngton Monunent, the Wiite House. W TRAVEL down
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, finally comng to..

THE NATI ONAL ARCHI VES. A beautiful neoclassical buil ding.

CLOSE ON THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE. W are tight on 65
t he aut ograph of JOHN HANCOCK

W PULL BACK to reveal. ..
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| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - DAY

TOURI STS crowd around the Decl aration of |ndependence
exhibit. Riley finishes counting the signatures.

Rl LEY
54...55...56.
(1 ooks up, confused)
| don't get it. There are 56
signatures. The riddle said "55 in
Iron pen."”

BEN
The 56th signature, Thomas MKean's,
wasn't added until 1781, two years
after the Charlotte di sappeared.

Riley | ooks to the docunent again, then shrugs..

RI LEY
Vell, it's still here. Looks |ike
lan cane to his senses.

GUARD (O . S.)

What' re you doi ng?

They turn to find a GUARD standinE behind them He gestures
to the line of TOURI STS whi ch snakes through the Rotunda.

GUARD ( CONT' D)
You're holding up the Iine.

EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES - DAY
Ben and Riley exit the building.

Rl LEY
So, we're back. Let's go say "hi"
to your dad. Tell himthat your
treasure hunting days are over.

Just then, Ben grabs Riley and pulls himbehind a col um.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
Al right. I'msorry. | knowI'm
not supposed to tal k about your dad.

Ben notions with his head, and Riley follows his gaze to..

ACRCSS THE STREET where |lan and Shaw clinb into a SEDAN and
drive away. Riley watches them go, incredul ous.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
No way. They can't be doing this.
This isn't sonme |iquor store. It'
the National Archives. It's
i npossi ble to break in.

S
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CONTI NUED: 67
BEN
Not hi ng' s inpossible. lan wll
hire an expert. O pax of f sonmebody
on the inside. O both.
CLOSE ON the remains of a SH PWRECK subnerged in nurk%e 68
water. A giant fish darts into frane. A goldfish

WDEN to see we're in...
| NT. BEN S LOFT APARTMENT - DAY 69

A studio |loft crowded wth books, maps, a conputer, SCUBA
%ear, and many historical itens, like a "Don't Tread on Me
| ag" which is framed but not hanging on the wall.

Keys jingle at the door, and it opens to Ben and Ril ey.

Rl LEY
| don't think we're safe here.

BEN
| an t hi nks we' re dead.

Suddenly, there's a noise outside the door. Ben Prabs a
spear gun, and Rl ey whips open the door to reveal..

...a LADY. Actually, it's the LANDLADY (md 50's) who greets
the spear gun pointed at her with a bored smle.

LANDLADY

This is why you can't keep a
girlfriend.

They sigh, relieved. Ben |lowers the spear gun.

Rl LEY
Hell o, M's. Doyle.
LANDLADY
Did you find it?
BEN Rl LEY
Yes. No.

She | ooks at Ben.

LANDLADY
You know when you tal k about
Charlotte all the time, it scares
the girls away. That last girlfriend
you had was really nice too.

BEN

Don' t morrr. | won't be tal king
about Charlotte ever again.
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CONTI NUED: 69
LANDLADY
Does that nmean you're settling down
now?
Rl LEY BEN
Yes. No.

Ben digs into his pocket and conmes up with the antique pocket
wat ch he found on the Charlotte.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Here. | got sonething for you..

The Landl ady i nspects the watch, anmazed.

BEN ( CONT' D)
...lt"'s 18th Century. French. 14K
gold key. Very rare.

LANDLADY
It's beautiful. Thank you.

Ben kneel s down and starts rifling through his stacks of
books and maps and charts. She watches him

LANDLADY ( CONT' D)
You know, Ben, what you need to do
is stop reading so nuch, and go out
and have sonme tun

BEN
You're right. W wll.

Ben stands, holding a stack of books, and we CUT TO...

CUT TO CLOSE ON the books, which are now strewn across a 70
cherry wood desk. W WDEN to reveal we're in...
I NT. LI BRARY OF CONGRESS, READI NG ROOM - DAY 71

This 19th Century building is the grandest library in al
Arerica. Ben and Riley study a SCHEMATIC at a table.

BEN
Every night, the Declaration of
| ndependence is | owered down into
the vault roomwhich is directly
bel ow t he Rotunda.. .

CLOSE ON A BLUEPRI NT of the National Archives. W FOLLOW
Ben's finger as it traces the path down through the Rotunda
floor and to the Vault Roomright bel ow

BEN ( CONT' D)
...where it's locked up in a
specially de5|%ned, i npenetrabl e,
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED:

ho
n

BEN ( CONT' D)

50-ton, steel vault where it's
protected from heat, cold, even a
t housand years of nuclear wnter.
The entire process takes just two
m nutes, but during those two

m nutes, the Decl aration of

| ndependence i s vul nerabl e.

Rl LEY
So that's when lan's going to do it?

BEN
Doubt it. A better time would be
to create a situation wherein the
Decl arati on woul d be automatically
lowered into its vault when the
guards aren't there.

Rl LEY
Wll, lan'd have to create sone
external chaos because there's no
way he can hack in.

BEN
Wy not ?

RI LEY
Because nost of these ol d governnent
facilities use the ol d Data-Link
encryption-based security system
Once you're in, you can do whatever
you want, but only a handful of
peopl e know how to get in.

BEN
And woul d one of those people happen
to be soneone who gave up a good
life at Intel to help save his

country?
Rl LEY
Coul d be.
BEN
Then, it | ooks |ike we have the
edge.
Rl LEY

- -\Whoa- wai t - whoal Holy shit!

y shit" ECHOES LOUDLY through the room ALL
o glare at them Riley lowers his voice.

RI LEY (CONT' D)
You just said "we."

28.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 71
BEN
Yeah. As in ne and you.
Rl LEY
No. Nuh-uh. Bad idea.
BEN

What's bad? W take it first so
lan can't steal it.

Rl LEY
You're right. That's not a bad
idea. It"s an extrenely-horrible-

get-your-ass-reanmed-for-life-in-
prison idea.

BEN
It's the only way to protect it.

Rl LEY
How did we go from"let's stop |an"
to "let's take it ourselves"?

BEN
You got a better idea?

Rl LEY
As a matter of fact, | do.

I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY 72

Ben and Riley wait. "DR. ABI GAl L CHASE, CHARTERS OF FREEDOM
CUSTODI AN'" is stenciled on the office door

BEN
You want me to do the tal king?

Rl LEY
No, this is ny idea. You'll try to
make it sound crazy.

Just then, a bookishly beautiful DR ABI GAlL CHASE (26)
opens her office door. She sees Ben and Ril ey.

ABI GAI L
Good afternoon, gentlenen. Please
come in.

Ben and Ril ey exchange a | ook. She's prettier than they
expected her to be.

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, OFFI CE - DAY 73
Abi gail noves to her desk as Ben and Rileﬁ enter her office
e

which is decorated with colonial art and Revol utionary War
era artifacts.
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CONTI NUED:

RI LEY

Thanks for seeing us on such short
notice, Dr. Chase.

ABI GAI L
So, what can | do for you today?

Ben eyes Riley like, "go on."

RI LEY
Ckay. This is going to sound crazy,
but sonebody's going to steal the
Decl arati on of [ndependence.

She regards themdisdainfully. She gets this all the tine.

ABI GAI L
Al terrorist threats nust be
reported directly to the FBlI. Let
me get you their nunber.

She goes to get the nunber but is stopped by...

Rl LEY

This isn't a terrorist threat. The
peopl e behind it are treasure hunters.

ABI GAI L
And they want to steal the
Decl arati on of | ndependence
because...?

Riley |ooks to Ben, but Ben | ooks away to a franmed antique
button coll ection hangi ng on the wall.

RI LEY
(reluctantly)

Because there's a treasure map on
t he back.

ABI GAI L
Is this a joke?

RI LEY
We just found proof in a ship that
was wrecked over 200 years ago.

ABI GAI L
| see. Well, 1've seen the back of
t he Decl aration of |ndependence,
and | assure you, there is no map.

Rl LEY
Real | y? You sure?

ABI GAI L
Absol utely. [I've seen it many tines.

30.
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CONTI NUED: (2)

BEN
Have you ever touched it?

ABI GAI L
O course not. No one touches it.
It's hernetically sealed in a bullet-
proof, thernopane case.

BEN
That nust frustrate you. Seeing
sonet hi ng everyday and not being
able to touch iIt.

There's an undeni abl e charm about Ben, but Abi gai
best to shrug it off.

ABI GAIl L
| touch the case every day, which
is closer than nost people wll
ever get to it. Wich makes ne the
expert in this room about there
being or not being a map on the
back. Wiich there is not.

BEN

That's because it's invisible.
Rl LEY

It is?
BEN

I nvi si bl e i nks were common back
then. They were used by both the
British and Anmerican armes to send
secret spy letters during the

Revol utionary War.

Abi gail studies Ben, interest piqued.
BEN ( CONT' D)

O, the parchnment coul d have been
pallnPsest. Ani mal skin paper wasn't

exactly easy to nake and was- -
ABI GAI L
--often cleaned and reused. | know
what pal i npsest is.
BEN
O course, you do.
ABI GAI L

So, do you have any proof? About
this "invisible map"?

Rl LEY
It was in a riddle on an old pipe.

does her

31.
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

ABI GAI L
May | see the pipe?

Ben and Ri |l ey exchange a | ook, then grudgingly...

Rl LEY
W don't have it.

ABI GAI L
Did Bigfoot take it?

RI LEY
| told you it would sound crazy.

Ben straightens the framed coll ection.

ABI GAI L
Don't touch that, please.

Ben refers to an enpty space in the button collection.

BEN
1789 Ceorge Washi ngt on Canpai gn
Buttons. Al you need is the silver-
pl ated I naugural Button to conplete
the set. | found one of those once,
digging in a back yard in Maryl and.
You know, they're worth about five
t housand dol | ars.

ABI| GAIl L
(realizes)
You're treasure hunters as well.

BEN
Formerly. Now, we're nore |like
treasure protectors.

ABI GAI L
well, Mm...?

Ben reaches out and shakes her hand.

BEN

Brown. Paul Brown. And this is ny
friend, Tom Jeffries.

She shakes hi s hand.

ABI GAI L
Well, M. Brown and M. Jeffries,
| et me assure you that the
Decl arati on of | ndependence is safe.
W have a very sophisticated security
systen1deS|Pned to stop crazy people
| 1 ke yourselves fromgetting near
It.

32.
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I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, CORRI DOR - DAY

Ben and R | ey nove down the corridor.

Rl LEY
Paul Brown and Tom Jeffries?

BEN
When the Declaration of |ndependence
turns up mssing, the Feds'I| go

after anyone who reported it was
about to be stolen. Those are common
names. They shoul d keep them busy
for a while. Buy us sone tine.

Rl LEY

So, we're really going to do it?
BEN

| am | could use your help.

Ben pulls out a handkerchief and starts w ping his hand.

Rl LEY

Once we get it, what are we going
to do with it?

BEN
Look at the back.

Rl LEY
W woul d?

BEN
O course. If we don't | ook at the
back, we'll never find the treasure.
If we don't find the treasure,
sonmeone Wil | almaxs come Iooklng
for the map, which neans the
Declaratlon of I ndependence w ||
al ways be in danger until we find
the treasure.

Ri | ey nods, liking Ben's reasoning.

RI LEY

Then, we have to | ook at the back.
It's our duty. As Anmericans.

Now, Riley notices Ben w ping his hand.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
What' s on your hand?

BEN
U tra-violet ink. Dr. Chase has

dailx access to the vault. | shook
her han

33.
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CONTI NUED: 74

Rl LEY
You knew we were going to do this
all along, didn't you~

BEN

| was hoping she woul d believe us
so we woul dn't have to.

Rl LEY
Yeah. Me too.
CLOSE ON a woman's fingers as they quickl unch in a 75
passcode into a keyboard. A beat, then K. The
solenoid |l ock releases. W WDEN to reveal ..
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, CORRI DOR - DAY 76

Abigail stands at the security entrance to the VAULT ROOM
with DR STANLEY HERBERT (40s, suave intellectual).

DR, HERBERT
So, you need a ride tonorrow ni ght?
| could swing by. Pick you up

He pushes through the heavy security door |eading into..
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, VAULT ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 77
A high-tech room of concrete and steel.

In the mddle of the room a 50-ton Msler vault stands
oEen._ A scissor-jack extends out of it and up to a steel
SLOT in the ceiling. Abigail and Dr. Herbert enter.

ABI GAIl L
Dr. Herbert, if you came by to pick
me up, and we went to the gala
together, that would be |ike you
and ne going on a date.

DR. HERBERT
It's nore |ike car-pooling.

ABI GAI L
It's nore like a date. And | don't
date co-workers.

DR. HERBERT
|"'mnot a co-worker. |'myour boss.

GRAI NY SURVEI LLANCE VI DEO OF THE SAME. W WDEN to reveal 78
we're in...

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATI ON - DAY 79

GUARDS study a bay of nmonitors which flip through a rotation
of surveillance imges covering every inch of the archives.
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CONTI NUED:

The head guard JOE WOODRUFF (50s, career governnent enpl oyee)

ZOOMS IN on the VAULT ROOM then leans into a m crophone.

WOODRUFF
Good evening, Dr. Chase. Dr.
Her bert.
| NTERCUT Abigail and Dr. Herbert in the vault room
ABI GAI L
H , Joe.

She opens a drawer, grabs a hand-hel d GAS CHROVATOGRAPHER

ABI GAI L ( CONT' D)
Ready whenever you are.

| NTERCUT Woodruff. He grabs a key on the console..

WOODRUFF
This is why they pay ne the big bucks.

He turns the key, and..

| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, VAULT ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The scissor-jack springs to life and starts to retract. ..
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - DAY

Two GUARD patrolling the enpty Rotunda watch as..

The DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE is lowered in its case from

its exhibit. W PUSHINon it and FOLLOWit as...

THE SCI SSOR- JACK retracts, Pulling_the DECLARATI ON OF
| NDEPENDENCE t hrough a steel slot in the FLOOR and into..

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, VAULT ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

As the scissor-jack retracts, the Declaration of |ndependence

descends in its case fromthe slot in the ceiling.

Abi gail steps up to the docunent and waves the gas
chronat ogr apher al ong the thernopane case's edges. The
i nstrunment whi zzes and huns, all apparently normal noises.

ABI GAI L
You ever wonder if there was
sonet hi ng on the Declaration of
IndePendence that m ght have been
over | ooked?

DR HERBERT
That docunment's been exam ned nore
tnan a corn farnmer on an alien space
shi p.
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ABI GAI L
Everythi ng we know of early
Archi medes canme from pal i npsest
over| ooked for centuri es.

The Decl aration reaches the vault, then tips backwards.
DR. HERBERT
If you're angling for a grant, you're
going to have to cone up with sone-
thing better than that. You don't
want people to think you' re crazy.

The Declaration lies back in the vault, then the 5-TON STEEL
VAULT DOORS slide closed with a LOUD THUNK as we CUT TO...

EXT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY STATI ON - DAY 86
Directly across the street fromthe National Archives.
| NT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY STATI ON - DAY 87

Carrying a briefcase, Ben and Riley descend on an ESCALATOR
into this nodern, spacious station

The platforns are crowded with COVMJUTERS.

Ben and Riley step off the escalator and nove through the
throng to the far end of the platform Ben waits for the

train to pull away, then..

JUWS DOM ONTO THE TRACKS. Riley reluctantly foll ows.

I NT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY TUNNEL - CONTI NUOUS 88

Ben and Riley hurry along the tracks. The dimglow of a
flashlight lights only a few yards ahead of them

They finallé cone to a door bolted closed wth a heavy | ock
and st op. en pulls sonme bolt cutters out of the briefcase.

I NT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY, UTILITY ROOM - LATER 89
Ben and Riley work in this cranped public works substation.
LBin?_a_HAND-HELD_ELECTRICAL_SmNVmAth a 2" circular bl ade,

Ben finishes cutting a hole in one of the many PVC pipes

that run along the ceiling of the substation

Ri | ey opens the briefcase and pulls out...

A TOY TRACTOR TRUCK, actually a sophisticated renote-operated-
vehicle (ROV) with a canera taped to the hood. W CUT TO ..

GO0 S EYE VI EW OF PENNSYLVANI A AVENUE. EVEN NG 90

Peopl e, Cars. Buses. The National Archives on one side of
the street. The G een Line Subway Station on the other.
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W PUSH down toward the pavenent. Coser, closer, until we
butt up to it, then SEAMLESSLY MOVE t hrough the pavenent. ..

UNDERGROUND. We TRAVEL vertically through the |ayers of 91
concrete, rocks, dirt, concrete again. [t opens up into...

A LABYRI NTH OF PI PES, FI BER-OPTICS, GAS, ELECTRIC. W PUSH 92
| NTO one pi pe and MOVE seani essly inside...

THE PIPE. W're novi nﬁ_ in the direction of the National 93
[

Archives,_finall?/ catching up to the ROV. Its notor whirs.
Its headlights play on a turn in the pipe ahead.

I NT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY, UTILITY ROOM - LATER 94

Riley navigates the ROV with a JOYSTI CK and a LAPTCP which
pl ays back what the ROV is seeing.

Rl LEY
VWhat tinme is it?

BEN
Around five. Wy?

Rl LEY
|'d be Petti ng of f work about now.
At Intel.

ON THE SCREEN, the ROV arrives at an intimdating MATRI X OF
CONDUI T wr apped in a bunch.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
There it is.

He punches a key on the |aptop. Maneuvers the joystick.

IN THE PIPE. The ROV stoBs, ext ends a MECHANI CAL ARM 95
finds a red wire, and CLIPS ON TIGHT. Wth a WHOGCSH. . .

W RUSH into the wire and TRAVEL, |ight-speed to... 96
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - N GHT 97

GUARDS nonitor the surveillance bay. ON ONE MONI TOR, we
see video of the VAULT ROOM

| NTERCUT THE LAPTOP SCREEN on which the same surveillance 98
video plays. W're back in...

I NT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY, UTILITY ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 99

Ben and Riley study the surveillance feed of the vault room
on the | aptop screen. The vault stares back at them

EXT. GREEN LI NE SUBWAY STATI ON - NI GHT 100

Ben and Riley exit the station.
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RI LEY
So, when are we doing this?

BEN
If we're going to beat lan, we've
got to do it tonorrow night during
t he gal a.

Ben gestures across the street to the National Archives.
Red- whi t e- and- bl ue Banners hang between the fluted col ums,
announcing its 75th Anniversary Gal a tonorrow ni ght.

Rl LEY
There' |l be hundreds of people there.

BEN

Hundr eds of_verx i nportant people.
Any 8I|tch in the system and the

guards w Il have their hands ful
protecting the dignitaries.

Ri | ey considers that, then..

Rl LEY
| suppose while |I'm hacking into
the Archives Security System you'l
be needing ne to Pet you on their
guest list as well.

BEN

You're talents woul d' ve been wast ed
at Intel.

EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES - NI GHT

Pennsyl vani a Avenue is lined with linos and | uxury sedans
as tuxedo'd MEN and WOMEN i n designer gowns arrive.

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, NORTH FOYER - NI GHT
GUESTS pass through netal detectors at the check-in.
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - CONTI NUQUS

A smal | STRI NG ORCHESTRA pl ays whil e hundreds of GUESTS
mngle in the Rotunda. Looking stunning in her sparkly
formal gown, Abigail stands with Dr. Herbert.

ABI GAIl L
What do you think Thomas Jefferson
woul d say if he were here?

DR. HERBERT
He'd say, "Abigail, you need to
find a man of whomyou are as
passi onate about as you are of ne...
who's not dead.”
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W TRAVEL through the throng and cone to a HEAVY- SET SENATOR
sipping wine. W CUT TO. ..

VI DEO SURVEI LLANCE OF THE SAME. W WDEN to reveal ... 104
I NT. VAN - NI GHT 105
aglgxlﬁlts in the back of this van, sipping coffee and
g surveillance feeds on his |aptop.
ON THE SCREEN, he ZOOVS I N ON t he FAT SENATOR
Rl LEY

(sings to the tune of Santa
Claus is comng to Town)
"He sees you when you're drinking..."

He pans to a smarnmy MAN flirting with a pretty LADY.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
"He knows when you are cheating..."

He ZOOMS in until the pretty lady's butt fills the screen.
RI LEY ( CONT' D)
... He knows when you left your
panties at hone..."
As Riley zoons in on the butt, we transition to..
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - NI GHT 106

The same LADY live in the Rotunda with the snmarny nan. W
PAN across the crowd and finally find.

BEN, wearing a tuxedo and staring at the Declaration of
Independence

MAN (O S.)
Sir?

Ben turns to find a WAITER with a tray of chanpagne.

WAI TER
Chanpagne?

Ben smles and takes aR%Iass of chanpagne. He then | ooks
to a SURVEI LLANCE CAME nmount ed on the wall.

I NT. VAN - N GHT 107

ON THE LAPTOP SCREEN, Ben is |ooking right at R|Iey He
tips his glass to hi mas he tal ks under his breath:

BEN ( ON SCREEN)
Here's to freedom
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CONTI NUED:

Ril ey holds up his coffee cup and |l eans into a m crophone.

R

LEY

Qur last night of it.
I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - NI GHT

They toast. Ben |ooks to the Declaration of

BEN
Maybe this is a bad idea.

RILEY (VIA M C)
No, it's a good idea.

| NTERCUT Riley. He studies the |aptop screen.
BEN (MIA M C)

W don't know about

sure.

Ri | ey spots sonething on the screen.

R
Yes, we do.

ON THE LAPTOP SCREEN, we now see lan and his nmen un| oadi ng
a catering truck near the back entrance to the Archives.

LEY

| an. Not for

He' s here.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - N GHT

Ben noves purposefully across the Rotunda.

ABIGAIL (O S.)
VWhat are you doi ng here?

Ben turns and sees Abigail.

Toni ght,

captivating. She takes Ben's breath away.

BEN

Dr. Chase..

ABI GAl L
don't renenber seeing
your name on the guest |ist.

M. Brown, |

BEN
| made a | ast m nute donati on.

| NTERCUT Riley in the van,

wat chi ng Ben and Abi gail.

ABIGAIL (MIA MC
Shoul dn't you be out 1
or desecrating sonethi ng?

R
No tinme for

LEY
m ngl i ng.

r obbi ng graves

| ndependence.

Not good news.

she's sinply
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ON Ben and Abi gail . 112

BEN
The night's still young.

Abigail can't help but smle at that. She eyes him

ABI GAI L
So, |'ve been wondering...what did
the riddle say?

BEN
The riddl e?

ABI GAI L
On the pipe that Bigfoot took.
Your friend said there was a riddle.
VWhat did it say?

Just then, Dr. Herbert arrives with two gl asses of chanpagne.

DR. HERBERT
Abi gai |, your drink.

Dr. Herbert hands Abigail a gl ass, not happy she's al ready
hooked up with sonebody at the party.

DR. HERBERT ( CONT' D)
Who's your friend?

Ben reaches to shake hi s hand.

BEN

Paul Brown. And you nust be Dr.
Her bert.

DR. HERBERT
You know ne?

BEN
| referenced your paper on
Feudal i stic Influence in the Southern
Col onies in ny thesis.

DR. HERBERT
Ch, you're an academ c?
BEN
Was.
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - N GHT 113

Wbodruff and the GUARDS watch the surveillance bay.

W PUSH IN ON A MONITOR with a feed of the back service
entrance where the catering workers unl oad foodstuffs from
a truck. The POV pans back and forth as we CUT TO ..
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AN ARMOR DOVE CAMERA doing its sweep. W WDEN to see...
EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE ENTRANCE - NI GHT

Shaw waits for the canera to pan away, then ains a tricked-
out HV TASER GUN and FI RES. ..

BOOOSH Two el ectrodes attached to insulated wires shoot
out of the 8un at 100nph, latch onto the canera donme, then
punp 100, 000 volts into the canera.

The canera sputters and sparks, shorted out.

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - N GHT

The nonitor CUTS TO SNONW Whodruff gets on his radio.

WOODRUFF
Fer guson?

| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE CORRI DOR - NI GHT
A GUARD patrolling the service corridor gets on his radio.

GUARD FERGUSON
Yeah?

WOODRUFF (VI A M Q)
W | ost perineter camera seven. Go
check it out.
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - NI GHT

Ben stands with Abigail and Dr. Herbert. Ben |ooks around,
anxi ous.

DR. HERBERT
So, M. Brown, what brings you here
toni ght ?

BEN

Hi gh treason
They regard Ben, curious.

BEN ( CONT' D)
That's what the 56 nmen, by signing
the Decl aration of |ndependence,
were commtting. Had we |lost the
war, they'd have been hanged,
beheaded, drawn and quartered, or
ny personal favorite, had their
entrails cut out and burned while
they were still alive.

Ben grabs a drink off a passing tray and holds it up.
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BEN ( CONT' D)
In fact, let's toast them To the
brave nen who di d what was consi der ed
wong in order to do what they knew
was right.

Dr. Herbert toasts enthusiastically. So does Abigail
al t hough nore guardedly.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Now, if you'll excuse ne.

Ben | eaves. Abigail watches himgo, suspicious.

DR. HERBERT
Charmng man. | liked him
I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE CORRI DOR - NI GHT 119

Guard Ferguson arrives at the back service entrance, stops,
and keys 1n his passcode.

EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE ENTRANCE - NI GHT 120
Guard Ferguson pushes open the door and is greeted by...

BOOOSH  The probes hit himsquare in his chest, and then a
surge of high voltage knocks himon his ass.

| AN and HHS MEN enter, stepping over the unconscious guard.

| an shuts the service entrance. Shaw opens a BLACK DUFFEL
BAG Gabs sonme duct tape and nylon rope.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT 121
The sane snowy surveillance feed plays on R ley's | aptop.

Rl LEY
| an took out the service entrance
canera. Ten-to-one he's inside
al ready. W should've done this
| ast night.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, RECORD OF AMERI CA - NI GHT 122

Ben heads down the museum wal kway, which is crowded w th
gal a guests. He talks sotto into his hidden mc.

BEN
Last night, the building was | ocked
down, lrke it is every night. That's

why we're doing it tonight.

RILEY (VIA M Q)
That's why lan's doing it tonight too.
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BEN
It's OK | can beat himthere.

Ben stops. Around the corner is a set of elevators. A
surveillance canera nonitors the el evator foyer

| NTERCUT RI LEY watching the feed of the el evator foyer. 123

BEN (VIA M Q)
Go.

On cue, Riley presses a key, and ON THE SCREEN, a new w ndow
opens, so that there are two wi ndows on the screen. Both
show an EMPTY el evator foyer.

Rl LEY
Zap! You're the Invisible Mn.

He types a command and presses ENTER

W RUSH in on the ENTER key. Myve |ight-speed, through the 124
conputer, out the USB cable, up the antenna and into..

The tiny ANTENNA on the ROV which is still parked inside 125
the PIPE and patched into the security system..
I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - N GHT 126

GUARDS noni tor the surveillance bay. There is a tiny hiccup,
barely noticeable, as the video of sw tches over.

WOODRUFF
Has Ferguson checked back in yet?

W PUSH IN on the enpty foyer video and TRANSI TI ON to..

I NT. VAN - NI GHT 127
RI LEY' S LAPTOP SCREEN, the sanme video plays in one of the
wi ndows. It's a previously recorded | oop of the EMPTY foyer

In the window, the |oop is |abeled "PLAYBACK. "

In the other window, the real surveillance feed of Ben in
the foyer plays. This feed is |labeled "LIVE "

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR - NI GHT 128

Ben steps onto the el evator, punches the "B" for basenent
call button, and the elevator starts to descend.

BEN
You see |an anywhere?
| NTERCUT Ri |l ey checking surveillance feeds on his | aptop. 129
Rl LEY

No.
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BEN (VIA M Q)
Let's do this.

Ril ey keys in a command on his keyboard.

Rl LEY
K. On ny go, you have exactly--
| NTERCUT Ben, setting the tinmer on his wistwatch. 130
BEN
--Two mnutes. | know

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAI RAELL ACCESS - SI MULTANEQUSLY 131

| an, Shaw, Powel |, and Shi ppen nove down a corridor to a
stairwel| access door. On iIt, a sign reads, "ALARMED ENTRY.
AUTHORI ZED ACCESS ONLY." lan |ooks to his nen.

| AN

Time to take history.

He pulls out a REMOTE. Presses a button. A red |ight
FLASHES as we CUT TO. ..

| NT. PENNSYLVANI A AVENUE - NI GHT 132

A STEEL TRANSFORMER BOX across the street fromthe Nationa
Archi ves EXPLODES, showering the street in SPARKS and FI RE

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - N GHT 133

In the Rotunda, the lights flicker and go out. The PARTY
GQUESTS all react to the power outage.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR - NI GHT 134

The elevator lights also flicker and go out, and the el evator
suddenly...JERKS TO A STOP!

| NTERCUT RILEY in the van. ON H S LAPTOP, the video feeds 135
all cut to snow

Rl LEY
Shit-shit-shit! That wasn't ne.
| NTERCUT BEN in the elevator. He punches all of the call 136
buttons, but the elevator is stuck.
BEN
| an bl ew a transforner.
| NTERCUT Riley, realizing... 137
Rl LEY

A power outage will trigger the
ener gency protocol.
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| NTERCUT Ben. He starts his stopwatch. 138

BEN

That nmeans the Declaration is on
its way down already.

He tries to pull open the elevator doors to no avail. He
| ooks around, m nd ticking.
BEN ( CONT' D)
rrigger the alarns. W gotta stop
an.

| NTERCUT Riley. He stares at his |laptop screen filled with 139
flashing security nessages.

Rl LEY
The power outage alreadx_tripped_
all the alarns. Everything' s going
off. Quards won't know what's |an
and what's not.

I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - NI GHT 140
ON THE SURVEI LLANCE BAY, every light is indeed blinking.
GUARD #1

Sir, we've |lost surveillance and
mai N power .

GUARD #2
Emer gency protocol's been initiated.

WOODRUFF
Switch to auxiliary, then reboot
and run a systens check.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - N GHT 141
Murmurs sweep across the crowd of politicians as the

Decl aration of Independence exhibit is automatically |owered
into the Rotunda fl ooring.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATI ON - NI GHT 142

The guards frantically try to get their systens back up.

WOODRUFF
| want every availabl e body on the
floor. Let's make sure our party
guests are safe.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - N GHT 143

Auxi | iary power kicks in, and the lights come back on. A
GUARD steps in to cal mthe crowd.
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GUARD
We just had a little power outage,
but everything' s under control.
You'll notice the docunents are
being lowered into their vaults,
but this is just standard procedure.
They will be back shortly...

Abi gail and Dr. Herbert exchange concerned | ooks.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR - N GHT

Ben slides a ceiling tile aside, but just then, the el evator

powers back up and starts descendi ng agai n.
| NTERCUT Riley in the van. He checks the stopwatch.

Rl LEY
96 seconds.

CUT TO CLOSE ON a THERM C LANCE burning at 7000°F, cutting
through solid steel. W WDEN to reveal ...

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAI RWELL ACCESS - NI GHT
Shaw cuts through the SECURITY DOCR with the therm c | ance.

| an checks his watch. A beat, Shaw finishes cutting through

the steel dead bolts, and the DOOR RELEASES. .
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - NI GHT

The orchestra starts playing again, and the waiters start
serving drinks, quelling the crowd.

Abi gail watches the Declaration of |ndependence disappear
fromits exhibit. Her spider-senses are tingling.

| NTERCUT THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE, novi ng by sci ssor
jack into the sub-flooring.

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAI RVWELL - NI GHT
lan and his nmen charge down the stairs.
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, | NNER CORRI DOR - NI GHT

The el evator DI NGS open, and Ben slips into this |ong
corridor. Ben noves quickly to..

The huge steel VAULT ROOM DOOR at the end of the hall.
There 1's a keyboard pad here, the sane one Abigail punched
her passcode 1 n earlier.

| NTERCUT Riley in the van, watching the tinme tick down.

Rl LEY
57 seconds. ..

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152



153

154

155

156

157

Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 48.

| NTERCUT BEN. He pulls what |ooks |ike a THIN SLIDE VI EMNER 153
out of his jacket pocket. He holds it over the keypad and
switches onits blue light...

THROUGH THE VI EWER GLASS, certain letters on the keypad
GLOWwW th ULTRAVI OLET FI NGERPRI NTS. Ben reads them.

BEN
A-E-F-GL-ORV-Y.

I NT. VAN - N GHT 154

Riley keys the letters into an ANAGRAM GENERATOR on hi s
conputer. The results scroll across the screen: A G.OVE
FRY, A VERY GOLF, A GROVE FRY, FARGO LEVY, GRAVY FLOWE.

Rl LEY
(reads fromthe screen)
"A glove fry, a very golf, Fargo
| evy, gravy flowe, valey frog.’
Any of these nmake any sense?

| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, | NNER CORRI DOR - NI GHT 155
Ben stares at the letters, realizes..

BEN
It's Valley Forge. She pressed "L"
and "E" tw ce.

He dons a WHI TE GLOVE, then punches in the code, "Valley
Forge." A beat, then the VAULT ROOM DOOR unl ocks with a
series of CLUNKS.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAI RAELL - NI GHT 156

Sweating, Shaw is now cutting through a second security
door with the thermc | ance.

SHAW
How nmuch ti me?

| an checks his watch.

| AN
We're right on schedul e.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, VAULT ROOM - NI GHT 157

Ben junps up on the vault. The scissor jack has conpletely
retracted, and the vault doors are starting to close. No
time to hesitate...

Ben lifts the Declaration of Independence (in its thernopane
case) out of the vault just as the steel doors close with a
[ oud THUNK
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I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATI ON - NI GHT 158

The surveillance bay is aglow with flashing Iights as the
systemruns through its automatic checks. Al the
surveillance screens are still snow

I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAIRWELL - NI GHT 159
Shaw fini shes cutting through.
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, | NNER CORRI DOR - NI GHT 160

Carrying the Declaration in its case, Ben races back to the
el evator. He pushes the call button just as..

The stairwell access door OPENS, and through it energe | AN,
SHAW POWELL, and SHI PPEN. They surprised to see Ben's not
only alive, but he's got their quarry.

| AN
He's alive.

SHAW
Not for I ong.

SHAW OPENS FI RE on Ben with an automatic gun and sil encer..

Ben whi ps the Declaration of |ndependence around, and USES
| T AS A SH ELD to protect hinself.

The Decl arati on of | ndependence is ABSOLUTELY RI DDLED W TH
BULLETS! BLAM BLAM- BLAM BLAM- BLAM

But the bullets BOUNCE OFF THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE' S
THERMOPANE CASE which is made of bull et-proof gl ass.

The force of the bullets knocks Ben into the ELEVATOR as it
DI NGS OPEN. ..

| an suddenly grabs Shaw s arm Hi's shots go astray, raking
the netal elevator doors which finally close.

VWhat ' s thelﬁgtter w th you?! You'l

damage t he map!
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR - CONTI NUQUS 161
Ben falls inside, then bangs on the call-button panel.
| NTERCUT Riley in the van. He's heard the comoti on. 162

R LEY
Ben? Ben?!

BEN (VIA M C)
| got it.
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CONTI NUED:

We can now hear SIRENS approachi ng.

RI LEY
You' d better hurry.

| NTERCUT BEN | N THE ELEVATOR He sets the case down and

pull's two DROPPERS OF VI SI NE out of his pants pocket.

BEN
You'd better not | eave.

Ben takes one of the dropBers and carefully drops a single

DROP on each of the four bolts in the corners of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence's case.

Ben then grabs the second DROPPER OF VI SI NE and drops a
second set of drops on the bolts. Wen the two droEf of

l'iquid conbine, the BOLTS BEG N TO SMOKE AND SMOLDE

Ben checks the el evator panel. The el evator ascends..

BEN ( CONT' D)
(to the chem cal s)
Come on...cone on...
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, STAI RWELL - NI GHT
lan and his nmen charge back up the stairs..
I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS
...and burst into the enpty corridor.

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR - NI GHT

The SMOLDERI NG di ssi pates, and Ben pulls the case apart.
The argon gas vents fromthe interior with a H SS- WHOOSH

Ben gingerly lifts the precious docunent out, quick
it up, then pulls a HEAVY-DUTY, CLEAR PLASTIC CYLIN
BAGE E out of his jacket pocket...

...and carefully SLIPS THE DOCUMENT | NTO THE BAGA E.
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - NI GHT

Wodr uf f wat ches as one-by-one, the nonitors on the
surveillance bay start com ng back up online.

WOODRUFF
Dammt. Wat happened to Ferguson?

| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ELEVATOR FOYER - N GHT
The ELEVATOR DI NGS open, and Ben steps out.
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I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, NORTH FOYER - CONTI NUQUS 169

Ben rounds the corner and casually nelts into the crowd.
He heads for the exit, but just a few yards ahead is..

ABI GAl L. Ben ducks into..
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, d FT SHOP - CONTI NUOUS 170

GALA GUESTS peruse the souvenirs. Head down, Ben watches
as Abi gail passes by outside the ﬁlft shop wi ndow. He waits
a beat, then noves to exit. But he's stopped by...

WOMAN (O S.)
Hey, sir!

Ben | ooks up. The CLERK working the register regards him

CLERK
You trying to steal that?

Ben | ooks down and realizes the Declaration of |ndependence
i's poking out of his jacket. He's busted. Then..

He notices he's standing next to a bin filled with "ACTUAL
S| ZE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE Repr oductions."” Each one
wrapped in heavy plastic just |like the real one.

CLERK ( CONT' D)

It's $35.00.
BEN
$35?! It's just a piece of paper.

He digs into his pockets and conmes up with several runpled
bills and coins. He quickly counts themout, but...

BEN ( CONT' D)
| only have $32.57.

CLERK
W take ATM and credit cards.

| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE CORRI DOR - N GHT 171
GUARDS search the corridor but find no sign of Ferguson.
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATION - N GHT 172

GUARD (VI A RADI O
| can't find Ferguson.

Wbodruff is distressed by the news.

WOODRUFF
This isn't good.
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CONTI NUED: 172
CUT TO QUI CK SHOTS, RAPI D FI RE

We FOLLOW GUARDS' FEET sprinting down the inner corridor. 173
A GUARD PUNCHES HI S PASSCCDE | NTO THE VAULT KEYPAD. 174
THE GUARDS PUSH OPEN THE VAULT DOCR. .. 175
I N THE FOYER, Ben pushes by guests, alnost to the exit... 176
I N THE SECURI TY STATI ON, Whodruff turns the key on the 177
consol e and prays...
WOCODRUFF

Pl ease be there...please God, |et

it be there...
EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES - N GHT 178

Carrying the "souvenir," Ben hurries down the sidewal k in
front of the National Archives.

ABIGAIL (O S.)
Hey!

Abi gail catches up to him but Ben keeps noving.

ABI GAI L ( CONT' D)
VWhat's that?

BEN
VWhat ' s what ?

EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE ENTRANCE - NI GHT 179
lan and his men burst out the back service exit.
| NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, VAULT ROOM - NI GHT 180

The vault's steel doors slide open, revealing the bad news...
THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE |'S GONE

I NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SECURI TY STATI ON - NI GHT 181

Wodruff sees the enpty vault on the surveillance screen.
He hits the ALARM and gets on his radio.

WOODRUFF
Code Red. Code Red. We have a
break in! Lock it down. Nobody
| eaves the buil ding.

Wbodruff | ooks around. He can't believe this is happening.

WOODRUFF ( CONT' D)
Egafbody get the FBI on the phone!
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EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE - NI GHT
Abigail follows Ben as he hurries across the street.

ABI GAI L
What's that? That in your hand.

BEN
A souvenir. GCot it at the gift
shop.

They reach the van, where Riley waits, engine running.

Rl LEY
Let's go!

Just then, the National Archives ALARVSG SOUND! Abigail's
face falls. She knows what Ben has done.

ABI| GAIl L
You didn't.

BEN
You woul dn't under st and.

Ben reaches for the van door, but Abigail SCREAMS. .

ABI GAI L
PCLI CE

Ben panics, grabs her, covers her nmouth, but she BI TES him
and...COVES UP W TH THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE.

EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE ENTRANCE - N GHT

As lan and his nen clinb into their catering truck, lan
sees. ..

Ben standi ng across the street with Abigail who is hol di ng
the Declaration of | ndependence.

EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE - NI GHT

Abi gail | ooks at the rolled up parchnent, incredul ous.
BEN
Careful with that!
ABI GAI L

Gh. M. od.
Ri |l ey sees she has IT now and puts his head in his hands.

Rl LEY
(sotto)
Ch ny Cod.
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184 CONTI NUED: 184
BEN
(to Abigail)
You' re making a big m stake--
ABI GAI L

185

186

--You weren't protecting it. You're
stealing it.

BEN
Listen. There are sone very bad
peopl e, people who don't care about
t he Decl aration of |ndependence,
peopl e who only see it as a nmap.

ABI GAI L
You' re pathetic.

Wth that, she turns and starts crossing the street, the
Decl arati on of | ndependence in her hand.

Ben hurries to get into the van.

BEN
Come on. Let's go.
Ri |l ey watches Abigail |leaving with the Decl arati on.
Rl LEY

But. You can't just |et her go.

BEN
Yes, we can.

Suddenly, the CATERI NG TRUCK barrels down on Abigail in the
mddle of the street. She side-steps out of its way, but
it SCREECHES TO A STOP in front of her, blocking her path
Ben sees the truck's driver...it"'s Shippen.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Ch no.

The truck's back doors burst open, and |an, Shaw, and Powel |
junp out and swarm Abigail. She struggles like a wild cat.

Ben noves to help her, but Powell opens fire on him sending
Ben diving for cover behind the van.

I NT. VAN - N GHT 185

Riley ducks as the van is raked with bullets. The van's
w ndows shatter. d ass shards pepper the interior

EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE - NI GHT 186

| an and Shaw t hrow Abigail into the back of the truck
Powel | junps into the cab, and the truck peels out.
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I NT. VAN - N GHT
Ben junps in, and Riley slanms it into gear.
EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE - NI GHT

The catering truck wheels thrpu%h traffic. A beat behind,
the van blows through a red light and flies after it.

I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MVI NG - N GHT

Abi gail holds the Declaration of Independence. I|an holds
out hi s hand.
| AN
Gve it to ne.
ABI GAI L

Over ny dead body.
EXT. CONSTI TUTI ON AVENUE - NI GHT
The catering truck turns hard and slews onto 3rd Street.

A dozen PCLI CE CARS speed by them going the other way,
toward the National Archives.

I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - N GHT

The truck veers suddenly, sending Abigail on her ass. Ilan

snat ches the Decl arati on of | ndependence out of her hand as

she stunbl es.

EXT. 3RD STREET - N GHT

55.

A scenic street if anyone had tinme to | ook. The U S. Capitol

on one side, the Washi ngton Monunent on the other.

The van gains on the catering truck, but Powell |eans out
t he passenger side wi ndow and OPENS FlI RE

I NT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT

Ben and Ril ey duck as the front w ndshi el d EXPLODES.
EXT. 3RD STREET - N GHT

The van falls back.

| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - N GHT

Abi gail watches hel pl essly as Ian hol ds the Decl arati on of
| ndependence.

ABI| GAIl L
Pl ease. Be careful with it.
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CONTI NUED: 195

lan ignores her. Slips the docunent fromits cover.

SHAW
VWhat do we do with her?

lan starts unrolling the docunent. Doesn't | ook up.

| AN
No w t nesses.

Shaw turns his gun on Abigail. Abigail's eyes search the
truck. Looking for a way out...

I NT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT 196

RiIeK pul I s al ongside the driver's side of the catering
truck, then he YANKS the wheel hard..

EXT. FREEVAY ON- RAMP - NI GHT 197
The van SLAMS into the catering truck just as..
I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - NI GHT 198

Shaw cocks his gun, squeezes the_tri%ﬁer, but the truck
shakes violently ON | MPACT, sending aw on his ass.

Abi gail scrabbles to the truck's back doors, but they're
| at ched shut.

| rked, Shaw noves to finish her off. But just then, lan
noti ces sonet hi ng about the docunent that nakes him go..

| AN
Wai t .

| an | ooks up, then turns the docunent to Abigail.

| AN ( CONT' D)
VWhat the hell is this?

Abi gai | | ooks at the docunment, and is iust as surprised as
lan. Stanped on the docunment is a PRI TA e grins.
ABI GAI L
A souvenir.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT 199

The van slalons traffic and pulls al ongside the truck.

I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - N GHT 200
lan | ooks to Abigail, who stands by the truck's back doors.
| AN

Who are you?
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CONTI NUED: 200
Abigail talks, she reaches behind her back and
surreptitiously unlatches the door |atch..
ABI GAI L
(stalling)

|'m Dr. Abigail Chase, Executive
Custodi an of the Charters of Freedom
for the National Archives.
I NT. VAN, MOVI NG - NI GHT 201

Ben noves to the back of the van and slides open the van's
si de door.

| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK CAB, MOVI NG - N GHT 202
Shi ppen sees Ben in the van and whi ps the steering wheel..

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT 203
The catering truck YAWS into the van.

| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - N GHT 204
Abigail finally manages to unlatch the |atch

ABI GAI L
Who are you- -

Just then, the truck is rocked as it SLAMS into the van.
|l an and Shaw are buried by a cascade of chafing dishes.

The truck's back doors to SWNG OPEN WLDLY. Abigail just
manages to grab the latch, and she ARCS QUT INTO traffic.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT 205

A TOUR BUS notors along in the heavy D.C. traffic, passing
the Jefferson Menorial, beautifully Iit at night.

I NT. TOUR BUS, MOWI NG - N GHT 206

A GROUP OF TOURI STS crane their necks out their w ndows as
a TOUR GUI DE zeal ously describes the sights.

TOUR GUI DE
...And over to your right, you can
see the Jefferson Menorial. Wo

can tell nme what inportant docunent
Thomas Jefferson aut hored?

Nobody answers. Instead, they're all glued to the action..
EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT 207
Abi gai | dangl es off the door, both hands gripping the |atch.
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EXT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT

Ben | ds onto the door frame and reaches out to Abigail.
BEN
Grab ny hand!
Hol ding on for dear life, she looks to Ben |ike he's crazy.
ABI GAI L
Wth what ?!

I NT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT

Riley fights the wheel, holding steady. Looks ahead to see
A TRAFFIC JAM  Total gridlock. A sea of red brake |ights.

Rl LEY
Uh. .. hurry!

EXT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT
Ben reaches for Abigail.

BEN
Cone on!

Abi gai | summons up her courage, |lets go of one hand, and
SWNGS toward Ben. Their fingers al nost touch..

I NT. VAN, MOVING - NI GHT
But there's no nore roomto go. Riley brakes..
EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - NI GHT

The van and Ben suddenly decel erate away from Abigail who
al nost falls.

I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK CAB, MOWVI NG - N GHT

The van falls back, and Shi ppen | ooks ahead and sees why. ..

PARKED CARS | ocked in traffic. Shippen SLAMS on the brakes.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT

The catering truck tires BURN RUBBER

| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK, MOVI NG - N GHT

The sudden stop sends |an and Shaw asses over el bows.
The truck's doors SWNG ABI GAIL BACK | NSI DE, then close

behind her. Abigail's now back in the truck in front of an
angry firing squad. Shaw turns his gun on her..

Rilex maneuvers the van up to the back of the catering truck.
0

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215



216

217

218

219

220

221

222

Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 59.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - N GHT 216

Ben hurries to the back of the catering truck and yanks the
handl e just as...

I NT. CATERI NG TRUCK - NI GHT 217

Shaw SHOOTS! But Abigail disappears as the truck door sw ngs
open agai n.

The errant bullets blow out the wi ndshield of AN ONCOM NG
TANKER TRUCK

The tanker truck driver yanks the wheel hard and sl ans on
hi s brakes.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - NI GHT 218
The tanker truck JACK- KNI FES. .
| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK - NI GHT 219

| an and Shaw watch in horror as the jack-knifed tanker truck
sl ews uncontrol lably toward them

They dive out of the truck.

| NT. CATERI NG TRUCK CAB - NI GHT 220
Shi ppen | ays on his HORN, not seeing what Powel|l sees in

his rearview mrror....the runaway juggernaut.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - NI GHT 221

PONELL and ot her MOTORI STS SCRAMBLE out of their cars,
DUCKI NG and DI VI NG out of the way of the TANKER TRUCK. ..

...which SH PPEN finally sees. Too |ate.

THE TANKER TRUCK CRASHES | NTO THE BACK OF THE CATERI NG
TRUCK. . . WHAM SMASH- CRUNCH

EACH CAR I N FRONT OF THE CATERI NG TRUCK PLOAS | NTO THE CAR
in front of it. Metal crunples, glass shatters, tires POP.

| AN, SHAW and POWELL cone up fromthe snoking mayhem 1|an
| ooks down the shoul der where he sees..

BEN and RILEY'S VAN bl ow past the pile-up. The van pulls
off an off-ranp and di sappears.

| AN
Pi ss!
I NT. VAN, MOVING - NI GHT 222
Riley drives, pedal to the nmetal. Ben sits in the back

with a flustered Abigail.
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BEN
You all right?

ABI GAI L
No, I"'mnot all right! Were's the
Decl arati on of |ndependence?

She imedi ately starts searching the van. Riley glances in
the rearview mrror and sees her searching the van.

Rl LEY
What do you nean "where is it"?
You had 1t!

ABI GAI L
| didn't have it. He gave ne a

f ake.
Ril ey | ooks to Ben, surprised.

Rl LEY
You di d?
(between his teeth)
Then, why'd we go after her, Ben?

ABI GAI L
Ben? | thought your nanme was Paul .

BEN

| had to lie. M real nanme is Ben
Gates. Benjamn Franklin Gates.

ABI GAI L
| "' m supposed to believe that?

BEN
Being_naned after one of Anerica's
[

founding fathers is sort of like a
tradition in ny famly.

RI LEY
An obsession, actually.

ABI GAI L

VWhere is the real the Declaration
of | ndependence?

BEN
Don't worry. It's safe.

Abi gail stops searching. Eyes him

ABI GAI L
So you did steal it.

BEN
If | hadn't, those nen woul d have.
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222 CONTI NUED: (2) 222

ABI GAI L

Gve it tonme. | have to return it.
BEN

| can't let you do that. That guy

who tried to kill you will just

cone after it again.
ABI GAI L

W'l warn the authorities. They'll

protect it.
BEN

Li ke they did tonight?

223 EXT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES - N GHT 223

224

225

The building is now cordoned off and swarm ng with POLI CE
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, NORTH FOYER - NI GHT 224

MEN and WOMEN in FBlI bl azers enter with Wodruff. Leading
the group is SADUSKY (40s), solidly built, a conplete pro.

SADUSKY
VWhat're we dealing with?
WOODRUFF
A break-in.
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, ROTUNDA - NI GHT 225

The detained guests wait inpatiently in the Rotunda. Sadusky
and his teamenters and take charge of the room

SADUSKY
Al right, ny name is Sadusky. |
am Agent In Charge. | want this
bui I ding cl eared and seal ed off.

Security cl earance only.

Sadusky turns to a femal e agent, AGENT DAWES.

Agent Dawes

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
A conplete list of names of everyone
on tonight's guest list and their
dates. Find out who's NOT here.

peels of f, and Sadusky turns to AGENT JOHNSON.

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
The vault and Iobbr security | ogs
and all the surveillance tapes for
the | ast 30 days.

Agent Johnson nods and peels off, and Sadusky turns to two

nmore agents,

AGENT COLFAX and AGENT HENDRI CKS.
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SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
The cars in the underground parking
garage. Find any not accounted for.

Col fax and Hendricks | eave, and Sadusky turns to Wodruff.
SADUSKY ( CONT' D)

| want the names and shift schedul es
of everybodﬁ with access to the
r

bui | di ng. omthe janitors to the
curator.

WOODRUFF
Yes, sir.

SADUSKY

Now, M. Woodruff, if you can pl ease
tell me what exactly was taken?

Wbodruff gul ps, can barely choke out the words...
226 INT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT 226
Riley pulls onto a hi ghway.

ABI GAIl L
There's no map on the back of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence.

BEN
Ever heard of the Tenplar Kni ghts?

ABI GAI L
They were a mlitary order of the
Cat holi ¢ Church dissolved by the
Pope in the 14th century.

BEN

After King Philip of France had
themall burned at the stake.

ABI GAI L
That's only a | egend.

BEN
The Tenpl ar Kni ghts are what | egends
are made of. Noble nmen with no
al l egi ance to any state or ruler.
Their cause was to protect innocent
peopl e fron1tyrann|cal rul ers and
oppr essi on. n 1307, they broke
into a Vi5|%oth|c stronghold in
Languedoc, France and found a
treasure so massive it took six
days to exhune. They had taken a
vow of poverty and swore to protect
the treasure, using it only for the

MORE)



Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 63.

226  CONTI NUED: 226
BEN ( CONT' D)
nobl est purpose. King Philip wanted
the treasure...if he could only

find it. He had the Knights arrested
and tortured, but none ever confessed
to the treasure's whereabouts. The
few Kni ghts who' d evaded capture

hid the treasure for al nost 200
years, then finally brought it to

t he one place where there were no

ki ngs and no relkﬁlpus per secuti on,
the New Worl d. ri stopher Col unbus,
not so coincidentally, was a
descendant of the Knights.

ABI GAI L
What do the Tenpl ar Knights have to
do with the Declaration?

Ben pulls a one-dollar bill out of his pocket and points to
t he synbols on the back.

BEN
The all -seeing eye. The unfinished
pxran1d. These are the marks of
the Tenplar. Qur founding fathers
wer e descendants of the Knlghts.
They put the map on the back.

Abi gail just |ooks at Ben. An incredul ous beat, then..

ABI GAI L
This is crazy. |'mcalling the
police. Stop the car.

Ri | ey doesn't slow down.
ABI GAI L ( CONT' D)
You wi sh to add ki dnapping to your
list of federal offenses?

RI LEY
You can get out whenever you want.

Abi gail gl ances out the wi ndow. They're going about 70nph.

ABl GAI L
Fi ne. I willl

She reaches for the door handl e.
BEN
Do you still want to hear the riddle
fromthe pipe?

That stops Abigail. She turns him |istening.
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BEN ( CONT' D)
"The legend wit, the stain effected
The key in Silence undetected
Fifty-five in iron pen
VE . Khtlack can't offend."”

ABI GAI L
Ti ot hy Mat | ack? The cal ligrapher
of the Declaration of |ndependence?

BEN
The pipe cane from M. Vernon.

Abi gail digests this, incredul ous.

ABI GAI L
If that's true, the Pipe is a mjor

Anmerican historical ftind.
BEN
Yeah well|, lan already has it, and
he'l| take the Declaration too if
we don't protect it.
ABI GAI L
How do | know you're not |ying?
BEN

We | ook at the back.
Abi gail considers that, then | ooks Ben square in the eye.

ABI GAI L
Al right. But if there's nothing
on the back, you're turning
your sel ves i n.

BEN

Deal . Because if there's nothing
on the back, the Declaration's safe.

227 I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, SERVI CE CORRI DCOR - N GHT 227

Two EMIs work on Guard Ferguson who i s consci ous now. He
sits propped up against a wall, talking to Agent Dawes.

GUARD FERGUSON
The only thing | remenber is the
snmell of my hair burning.

ON SADUSKY who approaches. Agent Dawes nods to Guard
Ferguson, then joins Sadusky down the hall.

AGENT DAWVES
They got himwth a taser gun at
the service entrance.
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SADUSKY
Did he see the shooter? Anything?

Agent Dawes shakes her head, no.
| NT.  NATI ONAL ARCHI VES, | NNER CORRI DOR - NI GHT
FBI forensics TECHNI Cl ANS work the crime scene, studying

bul | et casings and dusting for fingerprints. Sadusky noves

down the corridor with Dr. Herbert and Wodruff.

SADUSKY
Rounds were fired, and nobody heard
anyt hi ng?

WOODRUFF

The vault corridor is lined with
three feet of steel and concrete.

Sadusky studies the walls pocked wth bullet holes.

SADUSKY

We get a description fromthe guards?
WOODRUFF

Wi ch guards?
SADUSKY

The guards that were fired upon.
WOODRUFF

There were no guards on patrol down

here.

Sadusky noves to the elevator which is also bullet-riddled.

SADUSKY
Thgn, who were the thieves shooting
at ~

Just then, Agent Colfax calls fromthe stalled el evator.

ACENT COLFAX (O S.)
Found it!

Sadusky, Wodruff and Dr. Herbert nove to..
THE ELEVATOR. Agent Hendricks stands above the el evator
car in the shaft. He hands THE EMPTY THERMOPANE DI SPLAY
CASE down to Agent Colfax fromits hiding place.
AGENT HENDRI CKS
Looks |ike they used a dibasic acid
to dissolve the bolts.

Dr. Herbert |ooks so broken up, he just m ght cry.
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SADUSKY
Get a coPy of the Declaration in
pl ace betore opening tonorrow.
DR. HERBERT
Yes, absolutely.
SADUSKY

No word goes to the public.
Everything is to appear nornmal.

Dr. Herbert does his best to conpose hinself.

DR. HERBERT
Who woul d do such a thing?

AGENT HENDRI CKS
Anti -governnent terrorists.

Just then, Agent Johnson steps up.

AGENT JOHNSON
Conput eri zed security records
indicate that a Dr. Abigail Chase
accessed the vault at 9:32pmtoni ght.

DR. HERBERT
Dr. Chase? Inpossible. | was with
her at that tinme.

Agent Johnson shows Sadusky a copy of Abigail's |ID photo.

SADUSKY
VWho is she?
DR HERBERT

The Charters of Freedom Cust odi an.

AGENT JOHNSON

The one in charge of the Declaration
of I ndependence.

SADUSKY
VWere is she? Let's talk to her.

AGENT JOHNSON
Unaccounted for, sir.

Dr. Herbert is upset by the news. Now, Agent Dawes
approaches, carrying a conputer printout.

AGENT DAVES
A man named Benjam n Gates used his
credit card in the gift shop at
9:39pm He wasn't on the guest |ist.
We got an address fromthe credit
card conpany.
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SADUSKY
G ft shop? What the hell did this
guy buy?

I NT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT

Ben roots around under the seat. Comes up with a Big-Gulp
cup. Tosses it aside. Finally cones up with a cardboard
mai | ing tube. He ﬁeels off an ol d cheeseburger w apper
stuck to it, then hands it to Abigail.

BEN
Her e.

67.

Abi gail opens the tube and artiaIIY pul I s out the docunent.
e

The aged parchment is clearly visib

t hrough the plastic.
She' s awe-struck.

ABI GAI L
You are not to touch this ever again!

She slips the docunent back inside the tube.

BEN
Fine by me. | never wanted to touch
it inthe first place.

ABI GAI L
You don't deserve to touch it.

Rl LEY
Let's Lust | ook at the map. That
way nobody will ever have to touch
it again.

ABI GAI L
Not here.

Rl LEY
What do you nean "not here"?

ABI GAI L

Not in the back of a van. W'l
need chenicals. A controlled
environnment. A clean roomwth
particulate air filtration. ESD

attire. | hope you have all that.
CUT TO - A DOCR BURSTS COPEN, and a SWAT TEAM swarns in, al
in black, bullet-proof gear, helnmets, lights, guns. W

WDEN to reveal that we're in...
| NT. APARTMENT - NI GHT
Shrouds of plastic hang over the w ndows. Beans of |ight

cut through the darkness as the team noves swiftly through
the room A beat, then a SWAT team nenber calls out...
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CONTI NUED: 231
SWAT COP
I nterior securel
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG CORRI DOR - NI GHT 232

Sadusk¥ and his team nove down the hallway. Agent Dawes
reads froma printout.

AGENT DAVES
Ben Franklin Gates used his Visa on
a one-way plane ticket from Toronto
to D.C. two days ago after spending
seven nont hs unaccounted for. Before
that, his Paper trail's got him al
over the place. Boston, France,
Boston, G eenl and.

AGENT COLFAX
The Iandladx didn't want to say
much about him Only that he's
rarelx here, that he's very nice,
and that he always pays his rent,
soneti nmes nonths in advance.

They cone to a room cordoned off and guarded by police.

AGENT COLFAX ( CONT' D)
Wait "til you see this.

INT. BEN S LOFT APARTMENT - NI GHT 233

Sadusky and his teamenter the roomand stop suddenly at
what they see. W REVERSE and find..

W're in Ben's apartment, and everything is now all |ined
in plastic. Every square inch of the room The w ndows,
wal ls, carpet, television, and all of the furniture.

A CHEM STRY SET sits on the dresser. A box of BLUE ESD
BOOTIES sit near the door. The only other thing not covered
is a Xerox copied collection of old handwitten letters.

Aﬁent Dawes dons a pair of gloves, picks themup, and studies
the letters.

AGENT DAVES
Letters to the editor of The New-
Engl and Courant. Witten in 1722.

She flips through the other letters.

AGENT DAVES ( CONT' D)
They're all fromthe sanme person.
(reads a letter)
"Your hunble servant, Silence
Dogood. "

Agent Hendricks studies the blue booties by the door.
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AGENT HENDRI CKS
What's this guy up to?

AGENT JOHNSON
Profilers say we're | ooking at an
adult male, a loner, has a high IQ
but has never been able to hold
down a job, is socially inept, has
probably witten nunerous |etters
to the ite House expressing anti-
governnent sentinents. W're
expecting himto contact us shortly
wi th ransom demands.

Sadusky eyes the "Don't Tread on Me" Flag which is covered
in clear plastic.

SADUSKY
| don't think he's going to be
calling with any ransom demands.

CUT TO - A BOITLE OF SAMJEL ADAMS beer is slamed down onto
atable. W WDEN to reveal...

| NT. HAWK AND DOVE RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Powel | and Shaw sit with lan who studies the pipe.

SHAW
Where do you think they went?

No response. lan turns the pipe over, then |ooks to a
cocktall napkin on which he's witten the riddle.

ON THE NAPKIN, the words "l egend” and "key" are underlined
along with "undetected" and "Sil ence. "

| AN
That bastard. He did know sonet hi ng
he wasn't telling ne. Look at this.
(points to a line)
"Legend" and "key" are not the sane
thing. "Legend" neans map. "Key
means key.

PONEL L
The key to the treasure?

| AN
During the war, generals used secret
codes and ci phers to disqguise their
communi cations. To decode the
ci pher, the recipient needed the
"key," like a book or an old letter.
"The key in Silence undetected."
You know why Silence is capitalized?

Powel | and Shaw exchange a | ook, then hazard a guess...
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235 CONTI NUED: 235
SHAW
Because...it's inportant?
| AN
Because it's a nane.
236 INT. VAN, MOVING - N GHT 236

Ben and Abigail |ook ahead to see a SEA OF POLI CE AND FB
in the parking I ot of Ben's apartnent buil ding.

Rl LEY
What do we do now?

ABI GAI L
Turn yoursel ves in.

BEN
Go to Hillcrest.

Rl LEY
(scoffs, incredul ous)
We can't go there!

ABl GAI L
VVher e?

BEN

W need the key to the cipher. |
had copies. He has the originals.

ABI GAI L
Who?
Rl LEY
He hates you. He'll turn you in.
ABI GAI L
Whoever it is, he sounds like a
good man.
237 EXT. H LLCREST NEI GHBORHOOD - NI GHT 237

OGak trees line the street colonial and Queen Anne hones.
238 EXT. COLONIAL HOVE - N GHT 238

Ben knocks on the door and waits with Riley and Abigail. A
beat, then a 60-year-old, graying MAN opens the door. He
t akes one | ook at Ben, then slans the door. Riley shrugs.

BEN
| don't think he recognized ne.

Rl LEY
| think he's still mad at YOU for
not going to Medical School.
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BEN
(pounds on the door)
Ea?! Open the door! | need your
el p.

The man opens the door again. W realize now he's PATRI CK
GATES, Ben's father. He |looks to his son, then to Abigail..

PATRI CK
Don't tell ne. You got her pregnant.

BEN
No!
Abi gail | ooks down at her stomach, suddenly self consci ous.
ABI GAI L

(di sappoi nt ed)
| 1 ook pregnant?

BEN
(to his dad)
| need the Silence Dogood |etters.
ABI GAIl L

(1 ncredul ous)
You have Sil ence Dogood letters?

BEN
Qur great-great-great-great-
randf at her George Washi ngton Gates
ound a few hidden in an ol d desk
he bought at an auction. No one
ever understood their meaning until
we found the pipe.

PATRI CK
This better not involve Charlotte.

BEN
My days of | ooking for Charlotte
are over. | swear.

Rl LEY

He's telling the truth, M. Gates
Patrick smles snmug as he opens the door to let themin.

PATRI CK
| knewit. | knew there was no
Charlotte. | told you so.

BEN
Dad, let's not do the "I told you
so" thing.
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PATRI CK
| think after all these years I'm
entitled to alittle "I told you
so." | told you, | told your
grandpa, | told your nother. You
peopl e wasting your |ives chasing
sonet hi ng that doesn't exist--

BEN
--All right, dad, you asked for it.
Do you really want to know? |.
found. Charlotte. That's right.
| really found her.

That stops Patrick. He |ooks to Abigail.

ABI GAI L
|' mnot Charlotte. M nane is
Abigail. Dr. Abigail Chase.

BEN
Charlotte was a ship.

PATRI CK
| know. She left port from Maine
1779. | wasted seven years searching
t he coast of France.

BEN

She never nade it to France. |

found the ship's log of the HMS
Erebus, a ship that left port two
days before the Charlotte. The
captain wote that his ship bareIY
survived a bad sout heaster which
figured nust have blown the Charlotte
of T course.

That stops Patrick. Hi s eyes flash with excitenent.

PATRI CK
How far off course?
239 INT. HOTEL SU TE - N GHT 239

lan works on his [aptop while Powell and Shaw eat room
service food. Hi s conputer BEEPS.

| AN
(triunphantly)
Sil ence Dogood. Here she is.

ON THE COVPUTER SCREEN are the search results for "Sil ence"

and "Decl arati on of |ndependence." W notice the nane
"SI LENCE DOGOOD' nmany tines.
SHAW (O S.)

Who is it?
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W PUSH IN on the screen, then PULL OUT and as we hear Agent
Johnson's voi ce take over the explanation..

AGENT JOHNSON (O S.)
Sil ence Dogood, a.k.a., Benjamn
Frankl i n.

W PULL BACK and realize that we have transitioned to..
EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDl NG PARKI NG LOT - N GHT 240

Sadusky stands with his team at a nmake-shift command post.
The FBI has just run the sanme Googl e Search

Agent Johnson reads from his | aptop screen.

AGENT JOHNSON
Ben Franklin was 15 years ol d,
apprenticing for his brother Janes'
newspaper en he secretly wote 14
letters to the Editor of The Courant
usi ng the pen nanme, Silence Dogood,
a m ddl e-aged wi dowed wife of a
m ni ster. She wote about col oni al
life, gained quite a follow ng, and
even obt ai ned proposals of marri age.

Sadusky regards the copied letters fromBen's apartnent.

SADUSKY
These letters were witten by
Benj am n Franklin?

Now, Agent Col fax steps up with a sheet of paper.

AGENT COLFAX
The gift shop clerk 1D d Gates on
the surveillance tapes fromearlier
in the evening.

Sadusky studi es Ben's photo.

CLOSE ON THE PICTURE, a grainy surveillance imge of Ben in
his tuxedo as he passes through the security checkpoi nt
upon entering the National Archives gal a.

Sadusky hands the photo back to Agent Col f ax.

SADUSKY
Rel ease his picture to the press.
Dr. Chase's too. Soneone's bound
to spot them

I NT. COLONI AL HOVE, DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 241
Ben clears the dining roomtable. Abigail helps, but her

eYes search the roomand stop on... A PHONE. But it's too
close to Ben to get to.
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ABI GAI L
Where's the bathroonf
BEN
Down the hall. First door on the
right.
Abi gai | di sappears into the hall
242 INT. COLONIAL HOVE, HALL - NI GHT 242
Abi gail noves down the hall and finds to the bathroom
Directly across the hall is a study. Abigail glances back
toward the living room then ducks into the study.
243 INT. COLONIAL HOVE, STUDY - N GHT 243

Packed wi th books on shelves and in piles. Abigail noves
to a desk and finds a phone cradle...but no phone. She
notices a collection of FRAMED BUTTONS hangi ng on the wall.

CLOSE ON one of the framed buttons. |It's a silver-plated
GEorge Washi ngton | naugural button. There is a note, "Dad,
Found this in a backyard in Maryland. Love, Ben."

BEN (O S.)
Looking for this?

Abigail turns, startled. She sees the phone in Ben's hand.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| thought we had a deal
ABI GAI L
(covers)
Dr. Herbert wll be worried about
ne.
BEN
You guys dati ng?
ABI GAI L
Yes, and he's going to kill you.
BEN
| figured. He |ooked |ike your
t ype.
ABI GAI L
You have no idea what ny type is.
BEN
| know you don't |ike treasure
hunt er s.
ABI GAI L

| like men | can trust.
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CONTI NUED: 243
Ben considers that, then hands her the phone and | eaves.

Abi gail | ooks at the phone 1 n her hand, surprised.

| NT. COLONI AL HOVE, DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 244

Abi gail energes fromthe hallway with the phone to find Ben
standi ng there.

ABI GAI L
Wiy did you cone after ne? You had
t he Decl aration of |ndependence.
You coul d've just gotten away.

BEN
Way didn't you call your boyfriend?

ABI GAI L
He's not ny boyfriend.

They | ook at each other for a nonent, then Riley enters.

Rl LEY
| parked the van around back.

Ben hands Abigail the gloves. She dons them then opens
the tube. They all | ook at each other for a beat, then..

Abigail carefully slips the Declaration of |ndependence out
of the tube. The docunent practically glows with history.
She catches her breath, nesnerized by its power, then
gingerly unrolls the docunent. They are all awe-struck.

Now, Patrick enters with a TRAY OF TEA. He goes to set it
on the table, right on the Declaration of |ndependence..

...but Ben quickly intercepts the tray.

BEN
VWhoal Not t here.

Ben grabs the tray fromhis dad and sets it on the buffet.
Now, Patrick notices the ancient parchnent on the table.

PATRI CK
Where'd you get that? It |ooks
ol d.

BEN
Alittle over 200 years.

PATRI CK

Ww. You sure?
Ben and Ri |l ey exchange know ng | ooks. Riley nods..

Rl LEY
Pretty sure.
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PATRI CK
VWhat is it?

Rl LEY
Just a nmap.

PATRI CK
| don't see anyt hing.

He reaches to turn the parchment over, but Ben stops him

BEN
Thi s si de. It's invisible ink.
PATRI CK
So, put it in the oven.
ABI GAl L
No!
PATRI CK

V%Y not? Ferrous sulfate inks can
only be brought out with heat.

ABI GAI L
But it will damage the--

BEN
- - parchment .
(to his dad)
She's right. It's very old. W
can't risk conprom sing the map.

PATRI CK
You need a reagent.

BEN
| know.

Ben grabs a slice of LEMON off the tea tray.

PATRI CK
Just the upper right-hand corner.
BEN
(peeved)
| know.
ABI GAI L
If there is indeed a secret nessage,
it wll be marked with a synbol
there first.

BEN
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He brushes the | enon over the corner of the parchnent.
They all eagerly...wait...for it to reveal...anything.

ABI GAI L
Not hi ng.

Riley | ooks hard at the parchnent, ready to junp off the
hi ghest bui | di ng.

Rl LEY

Not hi ng?
PATRI CK

You sure it's this side?
BEN

It needs heat.

Wth that, Ben |eans in and BREATHES on the parchnent. As
if by magic, the puff of warm breath reveals..

A SERIES OF NUMBERS. They appear briefly, flicker, then
di sappear. But everyone in the roomsees them A wash of
sil ence overcones them then..

ABI| GAIl L
We need nore heat.

CUT TO CLOSE ON a hairdryer blowing on a |l ow setting on the
parchnment. As it does, a LONG SERI ES OF FADED NUVBERS
slowy energe: 6.14.7, 4.54.4, 10.1.9..

ABI GAI L
h. M. God.

PATRI CK
A series of nunbers. 3 per set.

BEN
It's an Otendorf cipher.

PATRI CK
CGeorge Washington and the Marquis
de Lafayette used themto pass secret
messages fromthe front |ines.

Rl LEY
(coveri ng)
Duh.

BEN
The first nunber indicates the page
in the key, in this case, the set
of Silence Dogood |etters. The
second nunber in the cipher is the
line on that page. And the third
is the word on that Iine.
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RI LEY
Were is the map with the "X"?

BEN
There's never a map with an "X."

Rl LEY
Then, who started that | egend?

Abi gail studies the nunbers, tears welling in her eyes.

ABI GAI L
This is amazi ng.

BEN
Dad, where're the letters? W need
the letters.

PATRI CK
(suddenly quilty)
When you left, | got rid of
ever yt hi ng.
As they tal k, Abigail picks UP t he docunent and holds it up
to the chandelier Ii h for closer inspection.
BEN
Dad, where are they?!
PATRI CK

| donated them

Ri | ey hangs his head.

Rl LEY
| hope you got a big tax wite-off.
BEN
Who' d you give themto?
PATRI CK
There's only one place for them
BEN
You gave themto the Ben Franklin
Museunf?
PATRI CK

It conpleted their collection.

Abigail excitedly scrutinizes the witing on the Declaration
of I'ndependence.

ABI| GAIl L
This is a trenendous di scover
Al this time. No one knew there
was sonet hing on the back
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Patrick peeks at the front of the docunent,

PATRI CK
On the back of what?

and his face

falls as he now SEES WHAT' S ON THE OTHER S| DE OF THE

PARCHMVENT.

It starts with, "In CONGRESS, July 4th

PATRI CK ( CONT' D)
Holy shit!

BEN
| know.

PATRI CK
That's t he--

BEN
--1 know.

1776."

Patrick digests that, about to bl ow a gasket, then..

PATRI CK
(excited)
It's brilliant! Putting the map on

t he back of an inportant docunment
guaranteed the map's survival.

BEN
| know.

Rl LEY
Um guys...

Rilex's attention is drawn to the television in the den.
e

Ont

captioned with his nane.

Ben goes to the television and turns it up.

REPORTER ( ON SCREEN)
...for questioning in connection
W th an attenpted robbery at the
Nat i onal Archives tonight.
Authorities are also | ooking for
this woman. . .

ON THE SCREEN, a picture of Abigail also appears.

gasps.

REPORTER ( ON SCREEN) ( CONT' D)
...Dr. Abigail Chase, a nuseum
enpl oyee wno has been reported as
m ssing. Police did not say whether
Dr. Chase is a suspect or a W tness,
only that she is the only National
Archi ves enpl oyee not currently
accounted for. ..

screen is the grainy surveillance picture of Ben

Abi gai |

79.

245



National Treasure, 4/9/03 80.
245 CONTI NUED: (3) 245
The thought of her being wanted al nost nakes Abigail faint.
ABI GAI L

We should turn ourselves in. W
have evi dence now.

BEN
The FBI will just think | put those
nunbers on the back. They || put
me in jail, the Declaration back on
di splay, and lan will just cone
after 1t again.
PATRI CK
He's right. The Declaration of
| ndependence wi ||l never be safe.
Rl LEY
So, now what ?
PATRI CK
Find that treasure.
Ben | ooks to his dad, surprised. |It's first tinme he's seen
a glimrer of approval in his dad's face in a long tine.
ABI GAI L
W need to change our cl othes.
246 EXT. H LLCREST NEI GHBORHOCOD - NI GHT 246

A swarm of POLI CE CARS and governnent sedans sit parked on
the driveway and street outside Patrick's hone.

247 INT. COLONIAL HOVE, DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 247

Sadusk%'s t eam sweeps the house. Patrick sits calnmy at
the tabl e as Sadusky scrutinizes the tea service.

PATRI CK
My son told nme to call you. Said
otherwse I'd be aiding and abetting.

Sadusky | ooks to Agent Dawes who reads from a dossier.

AGENT DAVES
Benjam n Franklin Gates. G aduated
with honors fromDartnouth with a
PhD in American Hi story. Spent his
sumers working on a deep sea sal vage
expedi tions.

PATRI CK
He was | ooking for Charlotte.

AGENT HENDRI CKS
Agirl?
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PATRI CK
(dramatical ly)
A quest.
The agents exchange eye-rolling | ooks, |ike "another whacko."
SADUSKY
Sir, did your son say where he was
goi ng?
PATRI CK
(t hi nks)
No, he never actually said.
SADUSKY

Your son's in a |lot of trouble, M.
Gates. He's stolen a National
Tr easur e.

PATRI CK
Sonetinmes a man has to do spnethinﬁ
wong in order to do sonething right.

SADUSKY
And what woul d that right thing be?

Patrick reaches for sonething in his pocket and, IN AN
| NSTANT, every FED (except Sadusky) has their gun out and
trained on Patrick who freezes. Sadusky sighs.

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
GQuys. He's going for his wallet.

The agents hol ster their sidearnms, and Patrick pulls out
his wallet, takes out a $1-bill, and lays it on the table.

PATRI CK
Have you ever heard of the Lost
Treasure of the Tenplar Knights?

248 EXT. COLONIAL HOMVE - NI GHT 248

Sadusky and his team of agents exit the house. As they
wal k, Sadusky studies the one-dollar bill.

AGENT JOHNSON
A map on the back of the Declaration
of Independence? Insanity obviously
runs in the famly.

AGENT COLFAX
Let's hope we recover the Declaration
bef ore he goes into endgane.

SADUSKY
Wiet her or not there's a treasure map,
Gates isn't the only one after it.
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Agent Dawes | ooks to her boss, realizing..

AGENT DAVES
The gunfire outside the vault room..

SADUSKY
... Someone was shooting at Gates.
Soneone el se who knew about the map.

Sadusky finally pockets the dollar bill.

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
Ben Gates had copies of the Silence
Dogood letters at his apartnent.
He needed them for sonething. Let's
find out where the originals are.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 249

REVOLUTI ONARY WAR SOLDI ERS arnmed with nmuskets fire a volley
of shots at a |line of RED COATS. BOOV BOOVF BOOM  Sever al
British fall. W WDEN to reveal...

W're watching a re-enactnment of a revolutionary battle.
Hor ses, cannons, drums, gunfire. W MOVE through a CROAD
OF TOURI STS whi ch stands on the sidelines and cone to...

WASHI NGTON SQUARE, where a nock-up of a Continental Arny
encanpnent has been set up for the show. Standi ng between
the tents, Ben and Abigail survey the scene.

ABI GAIl L
He's taking too long. He's been
caught.

BEN

They're not |ooking for Riley, just
us. He's fine.

CUT TO - CLOSE ON a 12-year-old BOY' S FACE pressed agai nst 250
sone glass. W WDEN to see..

I NT. BENJAM N FRANKLI N MUSEUM - DAY 251

The BOY is | ooking through exhibit glass at a collection of
Franklin inventions and artifacts: a glass arnonica, a
Franklin stove, and many hand-witten LETTERS.

As the boy studies the letters, we notice sonme of Sadusky's
team are here, eyeing the crowd.

I NT. BEN FRANKLI N MUSEUM OFFI CE - DAY 252

The museum CURATCR stands w th Sadusky and Agent Dawes. He
studi es a phot ocopy of Ben Gates drivers |license picture.

SADUSKY
We're expecting himto conme here--
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CURATOR
--1'"mafraid you nust be m staken.

The curator hands the photo back to Sadusky.
CURATOR ( CONT' D)

The Gates Fam |y donated nmany of
the Silence Dogood letters to us.

Sadusky and Agent Dawes exchange a curious | ook.
CURATOR ( CONT' D)

Fascinating story how they cane to

have them in fact. Goes all the

way back to President Jackson...
| NT. BENJAM N FRANKLI N MUSEUM - DAY 253
The boy finally finishes reading the letters and exits.
EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY 254
The boy exits the nuseum passing an ACTOR dressed |ike
BENJAM N FRANKLI N, sPoutlng aphorisns to PASSERSBY. The
boy crosses the cobbl estone street and goes to..

RI LEY. Sitting at a bus StOP and working on a Gettysburg
o]

Ti mes crossword puzzle. He oks up.

BOY

And.
Rl LEY

You sure? 4th letter, 22nd |ine--
BOY

--third word, "and."
Rl LEY

Good. Thanks.

BLIS¥ gapds him $5, then jots down "and" under the nunbers

ON H' S CROSSWORD, we see Riley's witten words under the
correspondi ng codes fromthe claration. So far, it reads:

"The trove unfolds for
He who tolls pass and..."

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STCORI C PARK - DAY 255

Anot her |ine of RED COATS fal to cannon fire... BOOW BOOM
The crowd CHEERS, while Abiga grows increasingly anxious.
L

ABI GAI
| can't take this anynore.

l's
il
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Ben wat ches the re-enact nent.

BEN
| know. [It's all wong. W |ost

this battle and every other in
Phi | adel phi a. ..

Abigail regards him That's not what she nmeant, but he
continues on his tangent.

BEN ( CONT' D)
... Most people don't realize that
George Washi ngton was a rather poor
n1I|taré tactician, and that it was
really Benedict Arnold who won the
war for us with his victory in the
Battle of Saratoga which finally
earned the Continental Arny the
support of France.

Abi gail just stares at Ben.

BEN ( CONT' D)
What ?
ABI GAIl L
Not hing. | just thought | was the

only one obsessed with neaningl ess
hi storical trivia.

BEN
There's no such thing. Sonetines...

As he tal ks, Abigail spots sonething over his shoul der..
| AN and SHAW novi ng through the crowd toward them

BEN ( CONT' D)
...the littlest things matter the
nos- -

W t hout marnin%, Abi gail grabs Ben and...PULLS himIN FOR A
PASSI ONATE KI SS.

Ben's surprised but goes with it until Abigail just as
suddenly pulls out of the kiss.

ABl GAI L
| an' s here.

She notions with her eyes, and Ben follows themto see | AN
and SHAW pushi ng t hrough the crowd.

BEN
He must've figured out what "Silence"
meant. \Which neans he's going to
t he museum
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Ben noves to go, but Abigail grabs him

ABI GAI L
| just want you to know that Kiss
meant nothing. | was only doing it
to hide us.
BEN
Hi story remenbers what it wants to *
remenber.
Wth that, Ben and Abigail follow lan and Shaw. *
EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY 256*

Crowded with TOURI STS. lan and Shaw nove through the throng.
They cone to the corner. Up ahead is the Ben Franklin
Museum In front, there are several FEDERAL AGENTS.

lan stops, |ooks around, to across the street to where Riley
is waitlng.

Just then, however, a bus pulls up and stops right in front
of Riley, blocking lan's view.

EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY 257

As people clinb on and off the bus, Riley stares at sonething
on the side of the bus. He smles to hinself...

Rl LEY
" ma genius.

W REVERSE to see what he was seeing..
CLOSE ON THE WORD "PASS" inscribed in iron. W PULL BACK A

little to see "PASS AND STOWN" Then, a little nore to see
the words are inscribed on the Liberty Bell in an ad..

...on the side of the bus which now pulls away. A beat,
then lan steps up with Shaw, but RILEY'S GONE. |an | ooks
around. See the trash can. On top, the crossword puzzle.

I NT. BENJAM N FRANKLI N MUSEUM - DAY 258

Sadusky and Agent Dawes exit the office. The other agents
all signal himwth, "Nothing yet."

Sadusky notices a WOMAN who | ooks |ike a prostitute reading
t he Dogood | etters.

AGENT DAVES
| don't get it. V%K_mould Gat es
want to steal sonmething the famly
donat ed?
But Sadusky isn't listening. He pulls away fromhis team

to follow the prostitute o0 i s now | eavi ng.
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EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY

The prostitute crosses the street to the bus stop, but
Riley's long gone. The prostitute | ooks around.

SADUSKY (O S.)
Who' re you | ooking for?

The prostitute sees the suit and inmediately looks to run,
but she's surrounded by the rest of Sadusky's team

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
Whoa, you're not in trouble. W're
just looking for the sanme person
you are.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY
SCOLDI ERS march to the beat of drunms and fife commands.

Smoke rises over the field fromcannon and nusket fire.
RI|€K moves down a |ine of Continental Arny tents, oblivious
e

to t "nmel ee" in the background.
RI LEY
l"ma genius. |'ma genius!

Suddenl y, someone grabs himand pulls hi m BETWEEN THE TENTS.
Ri |l ey al nost screans, then sees I1t's just Ben and Abigail.

BEN
| an' s here.

RI LEY

Doesn't matter. | got it. "The
trove unfolds for he who tolls pass
and..." | didn't get the last word,
but | figured it ou--

BEN
--The Liberty Bell.

Rl LEY
How d you know?

ABI| GAIl L
"Tolls Pass and Stow." It's obvious.

Rl LEY
Not t hat obvi ous.

EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY
The prostitute sits on the bench, surrounded by FBI
PROSTI TUTE

Al 1 knowis the guy didn't want
not hing for his noney. Just a word.

259
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SADUSKY
VWhat word?

262 EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 262

Sol diers march forward, then stop. An actor playing GEORGE
WASHI NGTON ri des a horse, conmmandi ng his troops..

GEORGE WASHI NGTON
Firel

The soldiers fire synchroni zed vol |l eys. BOOV BOOM BOOM
The British ranks thin. The crowd goes w | d.

263 EXT. 4TH STREET - DAY 263*

Agent Johnson sits in a parked sedan. Sadusky and the others
wait by the open car door as Agent Johnson works on a | aptop.

AGENT JOHNSON
6, 903 search hits for the words
"stow' and "Declaration of |ndepen-

dence." The top results being the
Fourth of July and the Liberty Bell.
SADUSKY

The Liberty Bell?

AGENT JOHNSON
Two foundry workers nanmed John Pass
and John Stow cast the bell.

SADUSKY
That's it. Let's go.
264 EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 264

| an and Shaw nove t hrough the park.

SHAW
You' re kidding, right?

| AN
| wish | were.
SHAW
You nean, we have to ring the Liberty
Bel | ?!
265 |INT. LIBERTY BELL PAVILION - DAY 265

Crowded with TOURI STS. A TOUR GUIDE stands next to the
famous bell (which is enclosed in a glass display case).

TOUR GUI DE
... which hasn't been rung in over
150 years. It was in 1846 on George
( MORE)
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TOUR GUI DE ( CONT' D)
Washi ngton's birthday that the fina
expansi on of the crack occurred,
retiring the Liberty Bel
per manent|y.

EXT. LIBERTY BELL PAVILION - DAY 266

A IonE l'ine of TOURI STS snakes across the park Plaza.
Sadusky and his team nove through the crowded pl aza.

SADUSKY
| want agents posted in the pavilion
and surroundi ng plaza. As of right
now, the Liberty Bell in under around-
t he-cl ock guard.

AGENT COLFAX
What exactly do we think Gates is

pl anni ng?
SADUSKY
| don't know, but we already | ost
one national treasure, I'll be damed

if we're going to | ose anot her.
EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL - DAY 267

Across the park fromthe new Liberty Bell Pavilion

| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 268
BOOM BOOMBOOM A trap door in the belfry floor is snmashed

open with the butt of the rifle, and Ben, Abigail, and R ley
clinb up onto the belfry's platform

From here, there is a panoram c view of |ndependence Park
and Liberty Pavilion.

Rl LEY
The Liberty Bell is not here. It's
over there.

ABl GAI L
But the bell was here when the map
was witten.

BEN
So, it must be rung from here.

Ri | ey considers that, then..

Rl LEY
K, then we sinulate it. W get
the bell's exact size and netallurgic
conposition and determ ne the tone
it made--
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ABI GAI L
--E-flat.

RI LEY
Perfect. W generate a church bel
e-flat note digital wave file, we
8et a coupl e high excursion, |ow
istortion speakers up here, and
pl ug our ears.

BEN

But what could ringing the bel
possi bly do?

Rl LEY
Maybe sonme stone will magical
crunbl e away, finally reveal
"X'" that marks the spot.

ly
ng the

Abigail | ooks to the street below, swarmng with POLI CE

ABI GAl L
One thinP's for certain, it'll
definitely alert everyone to our
presence.

Ben | ooks at her, realizing..

BEN
The man who rang the Liberty Bel
when the Declaration of |ndependence
was signed...who was he?

ABI GAI L
Andrew McNair. There used to be a
pl aque conmenorating hi mup here.

BEN
Find it.

They all three imediately get on their hands and knees and
search the old belfry floor. A beat, then..

ABl GAI L
Here it isl!

Ben hurries to her. Finds an old bronze plaque under | ayers
of dirt. Ben rubs away the dirt with his hand.

CLOSE ON the plaque which is dedicated to:

" Andr ew McNai r
For tolling the bell on July 8, 1776
Procl ai m ng the signing of
The Decl aration of | ndependence
--Menber Lodge 43, Lancaster Pennsylvania--"
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Ben reads the last |line of the plaque.

BEN
"Menber Lodge 43"
(1 ooks up)
McNai r was a Freenason.

Ben grabs the rifle and pries up the plaque with the bayonet.

ABI GAI L
What are you doi ng?!

BEN

"The trove unfolds for he who tolls
Pass and Stow." The cipher was
tal ki ng about MNair.

The Plaque finally pops off. Underneath...a SMALL HOLE in
the tl oorboards. Ben |looks to them They both see it.

RI LEY
Jesus. ..

Ben sticks his hand into the hole. A beat, then Ben pulls
out his hand. Turns it over. Opens his fist, revealing...A
PAIR OF OLD BI FOCALS.

Ri | ey claps his hands together, happily.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
CKI'  Super! It's been so worth it.

Can we tal k about shares now? ' Cause
| really need a PAIR OF G_ASSES!

BEN
Bi f ocal s.

Abi gai |l studies Ben, realizing..

ABl GAI L
Ben Franklin invented them

RI LEY
And |'m sure he's been | ooking for
this pair! Those Founding Fathers
and their fraternity pranks!

Riley mmcs an old man's voi ce.

RI LEY ( CONT' D) BEN
"Let's hide old Ben's The map.
bi f ocal s!"
(feigns |aughter) ABI GAIl L
" HA- HA- HA- HA- HA! ™ Her e.

Abigail slips the Declaration out of the nusket barrel, and
they quickly unroll it as Riley continues his rant.
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Rl LEY BEN
"And t hen, because we The trove unfolds...
have NOTHI NG BETTER TO
DO, let's put a secret ABI GAI L
nmessage on the back of ... Means the treasure can
t he Decl aration of be seen..
| ndependence! "

Ben dons the bifocals and | ooks at the Decl arati on.

ABI GAI L ( CONT' D)

Vel | ?
Ben takes off the glasses. Hands themto Abigail. She
slips themon as Rley rattles on.
Rl LEY
“"And let's crack the Liberty Bel
too!"™ "Hey, good idea! And FUNNY!"
Abi gail | ooks at the Declaration. Wat she sees takes her

breath away. Now, Riley notices the | ook on her face.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
What ?

Abi gail stares at the Declaration as if in a trance.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
What ?

Abigail slowy |ooks to Ben in disbelief. He smles big.
Ril ey | ooks at them both, inpatient...

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
VWhat ? Another riddle? Wat do we
have to do now? T.P. the Wite
House?!

Ben takes the glasses off of Abigail's face and hands them
to Riley, who puts themon, and we go to his POV.

CLOSE ON THE BACK OF THE DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE. As
the | enses cone into view...

The bl ank parchnent cones alive! A 3-D ina?e magi cal | y
appears, rising out of the various shades of parchnent
colors, beiges and tans, in a prism Magic-Eye effect...

An 18t h CENTURY CHURCH and CEMETERY. An "X" marks a spot
in the field of graves. The map is dated "August 17, 1776."

RI LEY (CONT' D)
(1 aughs excited)

knew it! There it isl! " X' mar ks
e spot! That's what |'ve been

I
th
t al ki ng about!
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Ben takes the bifocals fromR ley. Studies the map again.

BEN
That's Trinity Church.
ABI GAI L

The original Trinity Church burned
down just two nonths after the
Decl arati on of | ndependence was

si gned.
BEN
| don't think that was a coi nci dence. *
EXT. LI BERTY BELL PAVI LI ON - DAY 269*

Powel | exits the pavilion and rejoins lan and Shaw in the
pl aza. Right behind themis |ndependence Hall.

POVWELL
They' re not inside.

| AN
They' re here sonmewhere.

| an | ooks around, then realizes. He |ooks up to..
| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 270

Abigail rolls up the Declaration and slips it into its cover.
Just then, we hear soneone com ng up the steps.

Rl LEY
Sonmeone' s com ng.

BEN | ooks down fromthe belfry just as | AN | ooks up from
the plaza below. THEIR EYES CONNECT.

BEN
| an.

Riley pulls OE?” the trap door and sees PONELL sprinting up
the stairs. l ey slans the trap door shut.

| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, STAI RVWELL - DAY 271
Powel | tries to push open the belfry's trap door, but...

| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 272
Riley's standing on the trap door. He yells to Ben..

Rl LEY
Go!
Ben and Abigail clinb out of the belfry. Riley shoves the *
nmusket barrel through an iron ring latch on the trap door. *
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| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, STAI RWELL - DAY 273
Powel | shoots up at the trap door...BLAM BLAM BLAM
| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 274
Ri | ey tap-dances as %unfire chews up the floorboards at his
feet. WOOD SPLI NTERS and POPS.
EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, CLOCK TOMNER PARAPET - DAY 275
Ben and Abigail peer over the edge. |It's a 20-foot drop to
the roof. en | ooks around for other options. Abigai
hands hi mthe Decl aration of |ndependence.
BEN
What' re you doi ng?
ABI GAI L
| don't want to be responsible for

bending it!
Wth that, she turns and...JUWS! She LANDS HARD on the
rock and tarpaper roof below, then |ooks up to Ben, who's a
little awe-struck by her.
He tosses the Declaration down to her, then junps too.
CLOSE ON the iron latch as BOOM Gunfire blows it out. 276
| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 277

Powel | bursts up through the trap door into the belfry,
hurries to the edge, and sees Ben and Abigail bel ow

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, ROCF - DAY 278
Ben grabs Abigail and |unges out of the way as the roof is

raked with gunfire. They land hard on a slanted part of

the roof. The force knocks the Declaration of |ndependence
from Abigail's grip.

Bul lets POCK the shingles in their wake, barely m ssing the
Declaration as it ROLLS...DOM...THE. .. | NCLI NE

| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 279

Powel | chases themw th gunfire, when suddenly R ley KIPS
DOM fromthe outside the belfry's archway and..

KICKS PONELL in the FACE! Powel| staggers back, then charges
Riley, slamming himinto the wall.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, ROOF - DAY 280
Ben and Abigail slide out of control down the incline. Ben

ets a foothold. Throws out his hand, just catching THE
CLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE i nches fromthe edge.
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CONTI NUED: 280
But Abigail isn't so lucky. She's out of his reach. She
tunbl es OFF THE LEDGE! She SCREANMS!

| NT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, BELFRY - DAY 281

Powel | whip-kicks Riley in the chin. He stunbles backwards.
Falls through trap door, ﬁrabblng the lip with one hand.
Powel | scranbles out of the belfry.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, ROCF - DAY 282
Abigail's fingers grip the rain gutter. A three-story drop

bel ow her. Ben scramples to the edge and peers over. From
hi s vantage point, we have a nice, clear view of...

Abigail's cleavage. |It's inpossible not to notice. And it
gl ves Ben pause. The rain gutter CREAKS, ready to give.
ABI GAI L

Un how about a little hel p?
Ben | ooks back to see POVNELL junp down fromthe clock tower.

BEN
No time.

Ben takes the Declaration of |ndependence..

BEN ( CONT' D)
Hol d this.

...And SHOVES it down into Abigail's bosom She's aghast.

ABI| GAIl L
You can't--

BEN
--\What ever you do, don't bend it.

Wth that, Ben stands and SLAMS his foot down hard on the
rain gutter which TEARS AWAY FROM THE BU LDI NG Ri vet by
rivet, POP-POP-POP!

W FOLLOW ABI GAI L as she falls, jerking sharply each tinme a
rivet tears away fromthe plaster. She holds on tight as

the rain gutter swings down |like a stiff copper vine..

TO | NDEPENDENCE SQUARE. To her surprise, she lands softly. 283
EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, ROOF - DAY 284

Powel | goes to the edge and sees Abigail getting away. He
hurries to a roof access |adder, but BEN TACKLES himfrom
behind and pins himto the ground.

Just then, we hear ABIGAIL SCREAM Ben | ooks down to see
lan and Shaw throw ABIGAIL into a Corvette, then peel out.



284

285

286

287

288

289

Nati onal Treasure, 4/9/03 95.
CONTI NUED: 284

Ben t akes off sPrinting, running the length of the roof in
the direction of the Corvette.

PONELL gets up and takes off running after Ben

RI LEY cl anbers down fromthe clock tower and joins the chase.
BEN gets to the end of the roof. There is a gap between
{gdggggggnfslHaELnaEgUﬁgﬂ%geﬁfNE%LL.acfbgggtﬁgegapbp.tine

EXT. CONGRESS HALL, ROCF - DAY 285
Ben | ands hard, shoulder-rolls to his feet.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE HALL, ROCF - DAY 286
Powel | follows suit. He LEAPS across the chasm..

...But |ands short, his body slanmm ng agai nst the bricks,
then falling to the plaza bel ow

Riley sees himfall, |ooks away, decides to take the stairs.
EXT. CONGRESS HALL, ROCF - DAY 287

Ben sprints across the roof. Looks down to see the CORVETTE
intraffic. A TRUCK a few cars behind.

Ben FLI NGS H MSELF off the roof...and into a TREE. Lands
on a branch. Wich instantly BREAKS. Ben tunbles onto..

EXT. TRUCK, MOWING - DAY 288
The roof of the truck. THUNK
| NT. CORVETTE, MOVI NG - DAY 289
lan drives. Abigail sits stiffly in the front passenger
seat, Shaw s gun to the back of her head.

| AN

Were's the map?
ABI GAI L

It's called the Declaration of
| ndependence. And it's the reason
we ki cked your ass in the war.

| an sees the plastic sticking UB from Abigail's bl ouse and
reaches for it, but Abigail S H S WRI ST.

| AN
Ah- ah- ah! Mustn't winkle it.

She relents, and lan slips the docunent out of her bosom
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CONTI NUED: 289
| AN ( CONT' D)
Consi der this reparation.
EXT. TRUCK, MOVI NG - DAY 290

Ben crouches like a rodeo rider as the truck pulls al ongside
the Corvette. Ben |unges..

EXT. CORVETTE, MOVI NG - DAY 291
Ben | ands on top of the Corvette...THUNK

| NT. CORVETTE, MOVI NG - DAY 292
| an and Shaw hear the clatter overhead. lan pulls a gun
fromunder his seat and FIRES up into the car’'s roof!

EXT. CORVETTE, MOVING - DAY 293

Ben rolls aside as the car's roof is ripped up by gunfire.

I NT. CORVETTE, MOVING - DAY 294
Abigail grabs lan's armand struggles with him lan can't

drive, shoot Ben, and fight her at the sane tine.

EXT. CORVETTE, MWI NG - DAY 295

Ben barely manages to hang on as the car spins sideways
across traffic, then CRASHES into the side of another car.

EXT. LIBERTY BELL PLAZA - DAY 296
Sadusky hears, then sees the mayhemin the adjacent street.

SADUSKY
Cet peopl e over there now

Agent Dawes gets on her radio as they all start sprinting
toward 5th Street.

EXT. S5TH STREET - DAY 297

SADUSKY and AGENT DAWES push throu?h pani cked TOURI STS, see
the Corvette speedggg through traffic with Ben clinging to
the roof. Is it hin? Sadusky calls out...

SADUSKY
GATES!

Ben turns. Their eyes nmeet. Sadusky gets a good | ook;
it's his man. Sadusky pulls out his gun, has a clean shot...

As the Corvette slalons traffic, Sadusky follows himwth
his gun. An easx target. H's finger tightens on the
trigger...but...he...just...can't...do...it.
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The Corvette di sappears around a building. Sadusky |owers
his gun, nmad at hinself.

SADUSKY ( CONT' D)
Shi t.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 298
The Corvette SLAMS over the curb, sendin%bscreaning PEOPLE
ducklgg and diving out of the way. The rvette speeds

toward. . .

A LINE OF RED COATS. Soldiers scatter, parting |ike the
Red Sea. HORSES buck and BOLT!

I NT. CORVETTE, MOVI NG - DAY 299

| an navi gates through the battle. Suddenly, Ben reaches in
t hrough the open wi ndow and grabs the Declaration of
| ndependence from him

lan fights it, but Abigail BITES HHS ARM |an snmacks her
t hen i ps the wheel..

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 300
...Sending Ben flying off the top of the Corvette.

W FOLLOW BEN who SLAMS onto the grass. Losing the
Decl arati on of | ndependence which..

... ROLLS AWAY down a grassy hill.

Ben gets to his feet, stunned. Realizes he's lost the
docunent whi ch. .

...ROLLS into the path of...
A CROUP OF OFFI CERS ON HORSEBACK

W FOLLOWt he DECLARATION as it rolls through the sea of
hooves. .. SLAMM NG .. DOM. . . ALL. .. AROUND. . . I T!

It finally staﬂs rolling right in front of a BRI TI SH OFFI CER
ON HORSEBACK who tries to cal mhis panicked horse.

Ben charges into the stanpede.
| NT. CORVETTE, MOVI NG - DAY 301

| an sees the Ben going for the Declaration of |ndependence,
and he GUNS the Corvette right toward Ben and the horse.

EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 302
The Corvette's ENG NE SCREAMS. Ben DI VES one way. The

horse rears back the other way, |aunching the BRI TI SH OFFI CER
skywar d.
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The Corvette skids up between Ben and the Declaration of
| ndependence. The driver's side door pops open, and |an
scoops up the Declaration of |Independence.
303 |INT. CORVETTE - DAY 303

| an cl oses his door and turns back to drive but is greeted
by Abigail's el bow, which she SLAMS | NTO H S FACE

| an' s nose crunches, spurts blood. Pissed off as all hell,
lan reels around with his gun..

| AN
You little bitc--

He goes to shoot, but just then, the Qassenger si de door
pops open, and BEN PULLS ABI GAIL OQUT THE OTHER SI DE

304 EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 304
Ben and Abigail roll away fromthe Corvette in the grass.

305 [INT. CORVETTE - DAY 305
| an goes to shoot them but is stopped by...

SHAW
Forget 'em Look!

| an | ooks through the wi ndshield to see dozens of FEDS
sprinting onto the field of battle. Ilan GUNS IT.

306 EXT. | NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI C PARK - DAY 306
The Corvette peels out. Abigail watches it go.

ABI GAI L
He's got the Declaration!

BEN
| know.

The British Oficer staggers to his feet. Goes to his horse,
but the horse is...

.. . COMVANDEERED by Ben who | eaps into his horse's saddl e,
whips it around to find his path is bl ocked by...

SADUSKY AND A LI NE OF FEDERAL ACENTS. @Guns drawn.

SADUSKY
Freeze, Gates!

Ben | ooks the Corvette which disappears into traffic.

BEN
You're letting himget away!
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CONTI NUED
SADUSKY
Get off the horse, and get on your
knees!
The FBI ACENTS nove in as we PULL UP above the mayhemto..

A GOD' S EYE VIEWof the FEDS swarm ng in on Abigail and Ben
who drops to his knees, defeated as we DI SSCLVE TO...

CLOSE ON the bifocals which sit on top of an otherw se bare
netal table. W WDEN to reveal we're in...

I NT. FBI, | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - DAY

Ben sits across fron1SaduskK, Agents Johnson and Dawes, who
finishes the | ast dregs of her coffee froma styrof oam cup

AGENT DAVES
They don't | ook |Iike magic gl asses.
BEN

There's not hing magi ¢ about it.
|t's an ancient optical effect.
The Egyptians encoded all their

maj or art works with it. It's

bel i eved hunmans used to be able to
see the 3D imges with the naked
eye, but the human eye evol ved.

SADUSKY
Evol ved?

BEN

In the Bible, the oceans are
descri bed as being the "col or of
wine." That's because the human
eye couldn't see the col or blue
back then. Now, it can. Benjamn
Franklin was a genius and inventor.
He de5|8ned_these_spe0|al | enses
and used this optical effect to

hi de the map on the back of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence.

SADUSKY
You sure you don't want a |awer?

BEN
Haven't you ever wondered why al
t hose synbols are on the back of
our one-dollar bill? The Al -Seeing
Eye? The pyram d? CQur Foundlng
Fat hers were Freemasons, descendants
of the Tenplar Knights who go al
the way back to Ancient Egypt.

Sadusky and his team all exchange dubi ous | ooks, then..
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SADUSKY
Anyone want nore coffee?

No takers. Sadusky noves to go, but Ben stops himwth..

BEN

You didn't shoot ne. \Wy?
SADUSKY

What ?
BEN

On the car. You had a clear bead
on ne. Wiy didn't you take it?

SADUSKY
Because you don't fire into a crowd.

BEN

Because you knew t here was sonet hi ng
el se going on here.

Sadusky studi es Ben. Says not hing.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Let ne get the Decl aration back
lan Howe can't find the treasure
w thout the glasses. [|'ll cut a
deal with him Tell himI'll give
himthe treasure if he gives us the
Decl arati on of | ndependence.

SADUSKY
Wiy don't you just tell us what the
map said, and we'll go nmake the
trade with M. Howe?

BEN

lan's too smart for that.
Sadusky consi ders that, nodding his head, then..

AGENT JOHNSON
You wanna know what | believe?

Everyone | ooks to Agent Johnson.

AGENT JOHNSON ( CONT' D)
That you'd do anything to ﬁet your
hands on that treasure. That you
and | an Howe made a deal. But once
you 8Ot close to it, you both got
greedy and you each decided you'd
get nore of the treasure w thout
the other. AmI right?

Bef ore Ben can answer, a KNOCK at the door interrupts.
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Sadusky opens it to find Agents Col fax and Hendri cks.

SADUSKY
You find Howe?

Col fax and Hendri cks exchange a sol emm | o0k, then..

AGENT COLFAX
He just call ed.

SADUSKY
G eat. \Vere--

AGENT HENDRI CKS
--Wth his ransom demands. He wants
Ben Gates. He's requested that we
rel ease him..

AGENT COLFAX
...And that no police or federa
agents follow him

SADUSKY
Absol utely not. Qut of the question.

AGENT COLFAX
He said that if we don't conply
ﬂﬁtrlhls demands by m dni ght toni ght,
e' .

Agent Colfax's voice trails off.

SADUSKY
He' I | what ?

AGENT HENDRI CKS
He' Il ...
(chokes out the words)
...cut off a piece of the Declaration
of I ndependence every hour and send
it to us in a box.

The agents are all horrified by the prospect.

BEN
He's not bl uffing.

Agent Johnson loses it and charges Ben, grabbing himby the
collar and throw ng himup against the wall.

AGENT JOHNSON
You little prick. How do we know
that you and Howe didn't plan this
whol e t hi ng?!

BEN
You don't.
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Agent Johnson stares daggers at Ben who | ooks to Sadusky.

BEN ( CONT' D)
But I1'mall you got.

I NT. FBI, BULL PEN - DAY 309

Sadusky escorts a handcuffed Ben toward a gl ass wal |l ed
conference room Inside, agents huddl e around Agent
Hendri cks who tal ks on the phone.

Hendri cks sees Sadusky and pokes his head out of the room

AGENT HENDRI CKS

It's Howel He wants to talk to
Gat es.

| NT. FBI, CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY 310
Wear i ng handcuffs, Ben takes the phone from Agent Hendri cks.

BEN
(into the phone)
Hel l o, Ian.

A long beat as Ben listens. A digital recorder records the
conversation in the background while Agent Colfax nonitors
it on headphones. Finally....

BEN ( CONT' D)
Yes, | under st and.

Wth that, he hangs up and | ooks to Sadusky.
BEN ( CONT' D)

USS Intrepid. Port side. East
River. He's comng in by chopper.

SADUSKY
New Yor k?

BEN
In three hours.

AGENT DAWES

We' d better hurry.

AGENT JOHNSON
He say anything el se?

BEN
No feds. No wwires. O no deal.
EXT. UPPER NEW YORK HARBOR - DAY 311

| sl ands crammed with high rises.
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EXT. USS | NTREPID - DAY 312

Retired conbat aircraft sit idle on the deck. Flags and
pennants flap in the breeze.

EXT. HARBOR PARKI NG LOT - DAY 313

A high-tech van sits in the parking lot. Several antennas
protrude fromthe van's roof.

I NT. FBI VAN - DAY 314

This surveillance vehicle is packed with equi pment. Shirt
off, Ben is wred by Sadusky's team while Sadusky watches.
Sitting at a conputer bay, Agent Col fax wears headphones.

AGENT COLFAX
Say sonet hi ng.

BEN
Can | put ny shirt back on?

AGENT COLFAX
Al right. He's good.

EXT. HARBOR PARKI NG LOT - DAY 315
Ben clinbs out of the van. Turns back.

BEN
| need the bifocals.

Agent Dawes gives themto him and Ben pockets them

SADUSKY
As soon as he shows you the
Decl aration, we'll nove in. Don't
try anyt hi ng.
EXT. USS INTREPI D, BRI DGE - DAY 316

Hi dden here is an FBI SNIPER.  Through his scope, we FOLLOW
Ben as he clinbs the gangway and steps onto the deck.

EXT. BU LDI NG ROOFTOP - DAY 317

Across the street, nore FEDS watch and wait. Agent Hendricks
searches the skies with binoculars for the chopper.

EXT. USS I NTREPI D, DECK - DAY 318
Ben crosses the deck to the port side.
EXT. BU LDI NG ROOFTOP - DAY 319

Finally, Agent Hendricks sees sonething in the distance.
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AGENT HENDRI CKS
| got a visual

W see it now A TINY SPECK in the sky. A chopper?
320 INT. FBI VAN - DAY 320
Sadusky sits with Agents Dawes and Col f ax.

AGENT DAWES
Think it's Howe?

Sadusky |l eans into a m crophone.

SADUSKY
Cet ready, Gates.
321 EXT. USS INTREPID, DECK - DAY 321

Ben noves to the edge of the deck. Nothing but river bel ow
He checks his watch, then..

BEN
(into his mc)
Sadusky?

322 I NTERCUT Sadusky in the van. 322
SADUSKY
(into his mc)
Yeah?

BEN (VIA M C)
| want you to know t hat Abigail had

nothing to do with this. | know
you believe ne.
323 | NTERCUT Sadusky and Dawes, exchanging worried | ooks. 323
AGENT DAVES
VWat the hell is he tal king about ?!
SADUSKY
Shit! He set us up!
324 | NTERCUT BEN on the deck. He JUMPS! A 60-foot drop... 324
325 SPLASH Ben knifes into the East River. 325
326 INT. FBlI VAN - DAY 326

There's a loud POP! As the wires on Ben's body short out.
Agent Col fax whips off his headset.

AGENT COLFAX
Sonof abi t ch
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EXT. HARBOR PARKI NG LOT - DAY 327

Cal ling orders into a radio, Sadusky and Dawes junp out of
the van and sprint across the parking |ot.

SADUSKY
Gates junped! He's in the river
Move 1 n!  Move I n!
EXT. USS INTREPI D, BRI DCGE - DAY 328

The FBlI SNI PER scranbl es, searches the water below, can't
see shit. The flight deck bl ocks his view

EXT. EAST Rl VER - DAY 329

Ben surfaces a few feet fromthe hull. A beat, then BUBBLES
appear next to himand...

A DI VER S HEAD pops out of the water. The diver slips back
his mask...it's RILEY.

BEN
Ransom demand?

Riley grins, affects a British accent.

Rl LEY
| rather |iked that part too.

He hands Ben a TANK, REGULATOR, and set of FINS. &Gins.
BEN
Just like diving for that weck off
t he coast of France.

Ben jans the regulator into his nouth, and they di sappear
fromthe surface.

EXT. USS | NTREPI D, DECK - DAY 330
FEDS | ean over the flight deck, searching the nurky water.

EXT. HARBOR - DAY 331
More FEDS scour the shore. No sign of Ben.

I NT. FBI, HOLDI NG CELLS - DAY 332

Sadusky noves purposefully dow a |ine of holding cells,
stops at one. Inside, sits Abigail.

SADUSKY
We know you're not involved. You're
free to go.

Abi gail | ooks at him surprised.
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TRINITY CHURCH - EVEN NG

On the corner of Wall Street and Broadway, this nedieval

gothic church is dwarfed by nodern skyscrapers al

| NT.

TRINITY CHURCH - EVEN NG

ar ound.

W FOLLOWa man's | egs, wal kin uE the aisle. He stops a
t ha

pew.

W WDEN MORE to revea

Sits.

W WDEN to revea t it's | AN

BEN (O S.)
You're | ate.

| AN
| took a | ook around. Wiited.
Made sure you weren't working with
the FBI.

BEN

Sati sfied?
| AN

Not until | get that treasure.
BEN

Do you have the Declaration of
| ndependence?

| AN
If I give it to you now, how do |
know you won't just walk off with
it and forget about the treasure?

BEN
How do | know you'll give ne the
Decl arati on of |ndependence after
show you where the treasure is?

| AN
| guess we're just going to have to
trust each other.

BEN
That's easy for you to say. | never
tried to kill you.

| AN
Conme on, Ben. This is a treasure
hunt. It's just the way it is.
actually quite like you. If we
weren't such enemes, | do believe

we'd be great friends.

BEN
Forget it, lan. Deal's off.

BEN in the pewin front of

| an.

106.
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CONTI NUED:

Ben stands and starts down the aisle. lan calls after him..

| AN
Al right!

lan pulls out his cell phone. Punches in a nunber.

| AN ( CONT' D)
(into the phone)
Bring it.

BEN
| want the pipe too.

| AN
VWhat pi pe?

BEN

The Meerschaum pi pe. Fromthe
Charlotte. | found it. You took
It.

lan rolls his eyes, then talks into the phone..

| AN
And bring the bl oody pipe.

Wth that, lan hangs up. A beat, then the church doors
open, and SHAWenters wi th Decl aration of |Independence in a
mai | i ng tube.

Shaw approaches and hands Ben the tube. He opens it,
verifies that the Declaration of |Independence is inside,
t hen hands it back.

Ben then reaches into his pocket and pulls out THE Bl FOCALS.
lan regards them realizing..

| AN ( CONT' D)
The Al Seeing Eye.

BEN
(excitedly)
W found themin the | ndependence
Hal | belfry. There really is a map
on the back of the Declaration of
| ndependence. It's the nost
fantastic thing you'll ever see!

lan i s caught up in the nonment. He reaches for the bifocals,
but Ben "accidental ly" drops them

W watch as THE Bl FOCALS FALL TO THE FLOOR I N SLO- MO and
then land on the tiled floor...CRACK

And if that isn't bad enou%h, Ben finishes them off by
STOWPI NG ON THEM WTH HI' S SHCE. . . CRUNCH

334
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The bifocals lie on the floor in a mllion crystal pieces.
BEN ( CONT' D)
Whoops! | guess you'll just have
to take ny word for it.

Enraged, |an |unges at Ben and tackles himto the church
floor. PARI SH ONERS crane their necks to see the commoti on.

lan pins Ben and shoves a gun into Ben's stomach.

| AN
"1l kill you for that!

BEN
You do, and the secret to the
treasure dies with ne.

lan stares at Ben. Knows he's not bluffing.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| give %gu the treasure; you give

me the claration of | ndependence.
| AN

That's it?
BEN

That's it.

| an stands, then holds out his hand for Ben.

| AN
| guess that nmakes us partners again.

Ben ignores him GCets to his feet.

BEN
Oh yeah. And no guns.
INT. TRINITY CHURCH, FOYER - N GHT 335

The REVEREND enters the foyer just as Ben, |an, and Shaw
exit. The Reverend npves to the collection dish and finds..

... Two GUNS. He | ooks around, where did these cone fronf
EXT. TRINITY CHURCH - N GHT 336

Ben, lan, and Shaw exit the church, passing AN OLD LADY I N
A BLACK SHAW. who reaches out and GRABS BEN S WRI ST!

Startled, Ben | ooks to the woman, realizes it's...ABlI GAlIL.
She pushes back her shroud.

BEN
VWhat' re you doi ng here?!
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ABI GAI L
| saw the map, renenber? *

Ben and | an exchange a know ng | ook.

| AN
Bl oody hel I'!
ABI GAI L
Don't worry. Nobody foll owed ne. *
337 INT. PLAZA HOTEL LOUNGE - N GHT 337

Sadusky, Agent Dawes, and Agent Johnson enter. Agents
Hendri cks and Col fax stand outside the |adies restroom
tails between their | egs.

AGENT COLFAX
She asked to go to the bathroom

AGENT HENDRI CKS
She was only in there for 30 seconds.
| swear.

Sadusky | ooks around, noving forward.

SADUSKY
Al right. Both Gates and Dr. Chase
cane here, to Manhattan. What for?

AGENT JOHNSON
The treasure.

AGENT HENDRI CKS
There's no way any treasure's still
buried here. Everything' s changed,
ground' s been dug uE_for subways
and under ground parking |ots, high
rises.

SADUSKY
So what in Manhattan hasn't changed
in over 200 years?

338 EXT. TRINITY CHURCH GRAVEYARD - NI GHT 338

Wrn tonbstones and crypts going all the max back to the
17th century are enclosed in this ancient churchyard by an
ol d wought iron fence.

Ben, Abigail, lan, and Shaw cone around the corner.

| AN
Normal [y | find graveyards rather
depressing, but In this case, |
find it upllftlng and full of
prom se. \Were do we start?
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Ri | ey approaches, carrying a shovel.

Rl LEY
Uh, 